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PREFACE. 


WiII᷑ N many learned and pious 
Commentators are employed in ex- 
plaining the ſacred book which is the 
subject of the following Essay, some 
apology may be necessary for offering 
this little work to the public. 
Ihe whole of the present publica- 
tion was written in the year 1775; and 
a considerable part of it was printed in 
1787, but without the name of the 
author. That edition being now out | 
of print, it is believed that a more per- 
fect impression will be acceptable to 5 
0 1 1 


[ v2 ] 
many friends of the writer, who ex- 
pressed their approbation of the smaller 
work; and it is hoped, that the practical 
instruction which it contains may be 


read with pleasure and advantage by 


many persons, who have not leisure 


or inclination to examine the prophe- 


tical meaning of the Apocalypse. 
Jo the practical use which might be 


made of that admirable book, the atten- 


tion of this author was indeed chiefly 


directed; but some of her observations 
on the prophetical parts may, perhaps, 


appear extraordinary to those who re- 
flect that they were written many years 
before any thing, except the prophecy 


| itself, could raise an expectation of 
those awful events, which now awaken 
the attention of every thinking mind, 


and 


* . of % 
* . * LS. 


Fa! 
and naturally lead the Christian to 
search the scriptures, and to observe 
the signs of the times. 

The learned labours of Mr. King, 
Mr. Whitaker, Mr. Kett, and others, 
have thrown much light on this won- 

derful prophecy; and perhaps there 
are few persons, amongst those that 
really believe it to have been written 
under the guidanee of Divine inspira- 
tion, who not feel any doubt as to the 
general meaning of the book, and its 
relation to the triumph of infidelity in | 
the latter times, however they may 
differ as to the sense of some particular 
Passages. But nothing, at the early 


period when this work was composed, 
seemed to point out the last and most 


formidable branch of the antichristian 
fg | ; power. 
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power. There was then no reason to 
expect that a great and enlightened 
nation would in a few years renounce 
the religion of Christ, and exchan ge 
the glorious prospect of life and im- 


: mortality brought to light by the gos- 
pel, for more than Pagan darkness, and 


the gloomy expectationof eternalsleep. 
In whatever li ght these wonderful 
events may be viewed by the philoso- 
pher and the politician, they naturally 
turn the thoughts of the pious Christ- 


ian to that unseen Hand which guides 


and directs the unruly wills of men; 
and let those who think they see the 


time of severe trial approaching, when 
: iniquity shall abound, and the love of 
„many shall wax cold, remember 


that the same warning voice proclaims 
| to 


1 
to every faithful servant of Christ, 
„When ye see these things begin to 
* come to pass, hen look up and lift 
«up your heads, for your redemption 
« draweth nigh.” “ 

The Author of this little — made 
the sacred scriptures her constantstudy. 
Of the effect of that study on her con- 
duct in life, and the comfort it afforded 
her in death, the Editor could speak 
with much satisfaction; but she would 
not fulfil the intention with which 
these papers were intrusted to her care, 
if, in presenting them to the world, she 
were to lose sight of that truly Christ- 
ian humility, which induced the Au- 
thor to express in the following words 
her motives for writing these and many 
otherobse tien ehe pannipturen 
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. As what I have written must re- 


„ main after me, or not answer the 
MM] purpose for which it is designed, I 
think it due to the modesty of my 


5 and the humility of a Christian, 
to declare the motives which made 
eme first enter on so bold an under- 


taking. I little thought to have set 
up for a teacher; but God, who has 


been pleased to bless me with a nu- 
„ merous family, has thereby made it 
ny duty to instruct them; and that 
more especially in the holy scrip- 


* tures. Were men born, as some have 
imagined, with capacities sufficient 


66 f themselves to know and under- 
t stand the truth, instruction were not 
7 | 


only needless but rash, as tending to i 
46: . young minds; but my own 
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E 
* experience, as well as that of others, 
< has convinced me this is not the 
case. The mind of man is a blank, 
and if care be not taken to fill it with 
useful knowledge, it will fill itself 
with trifles. Prejudice of education 
« ig absolutely unavoidable. He who 
is taught, is commonly prejudiced in 
* favour of what he has learnt; he who 
is untaught, is as really prejudiced. 
against even the most evident truths, 
merely because he is unacquainted 
„with them. Reason unassisted will 
* never teach man his duty 8 and the 
instruction of the parent was doubt- 
less the design of Providence. The 


use of reason is to apprehend what is | 
5 taught, and to rectify, when strong 
40 enolghs; the mistakes of education, 
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Kt xii 0 
& That my children may be enabled to 
« do so, is the chief reason why I have 
* ventured to put my thoughts in wri- 
„ting. Had I only instructed them 
* by wordof mouth, my opinions would 
* have grown familiar, perhaps have 
“been adopted as their own; and, if 
* erroneous, would thereby be more 
e tenaciously retained; whereas, by 
< leaving those opinions in writing, I 
5 give them opportunity, not only to 
« examine them by themselves, but to 
« 6alli in the advice of more able persons. 
That I may have made many mis- 
dc takes, is probable; but I hope my 
* endeavours will be mercifully | ac- 
7 * cepted. by Him whom alone I ought 
* to seek to please; to whom be er 
now and for ever. Amen.“ 


© REVELATIONS, i. 3. 


BLESSED 18 HE THAT READETH, AND THEY THAT 


HEAR THE WORDS' OF THIS PROPHECY, AND 


_ KEEP, THOSE THINGS | WHICH ARE | WRITTEN 
- THEREIN: FOR THE TIME Is AT HAND. . 


Ju is no * aha Wen oh 3 to 
read the Holy Scriptures, should, by de- 


grees, be brought, to slight, and even to 


disbelieve, those sacred records; but it is a 
matter of amazement, that they who profess 
to study the Bible, and acknowledge it to be 


the word of Gop, should think any part of 


it unfit to be read. It is true, that every part 
of those sacred books is not of equal use; 
the book of Leviticus, for example, though 
it was necessary in order to fix the typical 
ceremonies of the Jewish religion, and to 
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warn men against sins which should have 


been for ever unknown, but which, by fatal 


experience, had been found to be too com- 


mon, yet cannot certainly be thought as fit 
to be frequently read as the Proverbs of 
Solomon; 3 nor is the book of the Revela- 


tions of as general use as the Gospel of St. 
Matthew. But does it follow, that they are 


unfit to be known and read at all; and shall 


- any, even the most ignorant, be excluded 
from reading them? Ought they not rather 


to be instructed to read these, as well as the 
other parts of scripture, with advantage? For 
I will venture to say, there is not a chapter 
in the Bible from which a modest humble 
Christian may not gather useful knowledge; 
at the same time that sinners find poison in 
the finest passages, even of the Psalm. 
The text placed at the beginning of this 
Essay contains a plain command, with pro- 


mise of a blessing, to all without exception, 
to read or hear, consequently to study and 


endeavour to understand, c the words of this 
15 


prophecy,” and © to keep,” that is, to per- 
form, the things written; which plainly shews 
it to be a book useful for practice, and useful 
It is not a sufficient reason for neglecting 
any part of scripture, to say we do not fully 
understand it. The prophecy of Zechariah, 
for example, was not fully understood by 
the Jews, nor is it perfectly clear to us even 
nov; but let us suppose a Jew, four hundred 
years before the coming of our Saviour, to 
have been reading in the synagogue, ** Re- 
e joice, O daughter of Zion; behold thy 
ce King cometh, —having salvation; lowly, 
ce and riding upon an ass;”—the carnal Jews, 
in his auditory, would perhaps be far from 
_ believing that such expressions could belong 
to a conquering Messiah; but the humble- 
minded, such as wished for a Redeemer to 
save them from their sins, must joyfully have 
made use of the practical instruction; and 
' _ as: for the circumstances of the prophecy, 


HE] 
they would, like Mary, have laid them up 
in their hearts, and taught them to their 
children. Such there were in Israel, who, 
having received the prophecies, had them 
continually before their eyes, and when the 
time came, acknowledged the blessed Jesus 
in his humble triumph, and saluted him as 
coming in the name of the Lord, as the 
Saviour of Mankind. 

Since, therefore, a blessing is . to 
those who read the prophecy of this book, 
and particularly to those who keep the things 
written, I think it my duty to shew the young 
and ignorant what advantages I myself have 
f found in so doing; and, as far as J am able, 
by clearing up the literal sense, to make the 
practical part more apparent to them; for 
a fable, an allegory, a symbolical represen- 
tation, even a metaphor, have each a literal 
dense, as well as a passage in history, though 
they have besides 2 spiritual meaning. To 

clear up the first is to shew the connection of 
its parts, and their relation to each other, and 
8 | = a . 
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4 1 
to set the whole, though a fiction, in a clear 
distinct view. To seek the spiritual sense, is to 
give the moral of the fable, the hidden sense 
of the allegory, the meaning of the symboli- 
cal representation; and to shew the strength 
of the metaphor, and its propriety when car- 
ried on through several parts, perhaps, of a 
long discourse. In all these, if the literal 
sense be not distinct, it will seldom be found 


ttunhat the spiritual meaning will have much effect. 


1 I know it is almost impossible, in such a 
work, not to give some attention to the 
fulfilling of the prophecies, and not to be 
prejudiced, as others have been, by the par- 
ticular opinions we have been used to reve- 
rence. We cannot help looking back on 
the events recorded in history, and forward 
to future times, and applying circumstances 
to such things as more especially affect our- 
selves; but this should be done with the 
greatest humility and caution, and with a 
strong sense of the danger of being misled, 
or misleading others, especially as to practice. 
95 8 | | Let 
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Let not, however, the rash interpretation 
of enthusiasts, whether Papists or Protes- 
rants, deter the meanest of us from reading 
and meditating on this glorious prophecy, 
so full of practical instruction, and beautiful 
expressions of praise and adoration; but let 
the errors of others be a warning to us, to 
do it in the spirit of meekness and humility, 
not with a vain conceit of sceming wiser 
than others, or to assume authority over 
them. Let us leave the learned, who by 
divine appointment have leisure and means 
of enquiry, to examine times past, and form 
., conjectures as to times to come; but let us 
all apply ourselves, as we are commanded, to 
learn here, as in other parts of scripture, how 
to praise and worship our God, our Creator, 
Redeemer, Sanctifier, and to live as brethren. 
It is however necessary, in order to a 
practical use of the book of Revelations, to 
gain a competent knowledge of the things 
contained in it, especially as to the order in 
which they are placed; for which purpose 
„„ I shall 


CE. 


I shall here set down a sort of analysis of the 
whole, in the light inwhich it appears to me. 


But first I. must beg the reader to call to 


| mind, what we commonly read and hear with 
little attention, I mean, the descriptions of 
the tabernacle and temple, of the Jewish 
worship, and of the presence of Jehovah the 
object of it, with the explanation of these 


things in the epistle to the Hebrews; for the 


whole book of the Apocalypse has a refe- 
rence to these © patterns of heavenly Wee 
as they are there called.  _ 
When we read the descriptions of Noah's 
wk, of the tabernacle, or of the temple, and 
of the ceremonies of the jewish worship, 
they seem tedious and uninteresting to us; 
and the prophecies of Ezekiel, relating there- 
to, we seldom read at all; yet it is plain, 
from St. Paul and others, and especially from 
the epistle to the Hebrews, that great in- 
struction lies hid under these veils. The 
people to whom Ezekiel prophecied, com- 
plained that he OO parables; ; but doubt- 
less, | 
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ess, they were not strangers to the things 


of which he spake, and might have under- 
stood the meaning of those parables, had 


they not been a rebellious house. The Jews, 
from that time at least, that is, after the 


Captivity, grew more and more carnal and 


ignorant; yet we find, by the manner in 


which Christ and his apostles spake of those 
things, that they were still understood; but 


the Jews afterwards, through their disper- 


sions, seem to have lost all rational know- 


ledge of the law, except some few writers; 
and the Gentile converts, from their opposi- 


tion to the Jews, and from a careless neglect 
of the original language of the scriptures, 
soon lost that knowledge of symbolical in- 


struction which the first Christians seem in 
part at least to have enjoyed. Perhaps a 


time may come, when the Jews being en- 
lightened, we may learn from them the 


meaning of those things which we do not un- 


derstand, and find proofs of the divine know- 
ledge and fen ght where we least expect it. 


The 
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„ 
I Jube first words of the short preface with 
which the book of Revelations begins, pro- 
claim it to be a revelation from God, and of, 
or from, Jesus Christ. He, that is, Jesus, 
sent his angel unto John, who bare record of, 
or concerning, the word of God the Logos, 
and of the testimony of Jesus, that is, the gos- © 
pel of, or faith infhim. 4 Blessed is he that 
<. readeth, and they that hear, the words of 
e this prophecy, and keep those things which 
e æ are written therein, for the time is at hand; 
viz. the time in which they are to be succes-· 
sively fulfilled; for they evidently take up a 
long space, which was already begun. The 
blessing is from him which is, and which was, 
and which is to come; and from the seven 
spirits (or the spirit in its seven- fold powers) 
which are before the throne; and from Jesus, 
the faithful witness, the first-begotten of the 
| dead, and the prince of the kings of the 
_ earth. Then follows a doxology to him that 
washed us in his blood, an expreſſion which 
must be explained by the well-known rites "Y 
. %%% 8 | 5 3 
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of sacriſice. Behold he cometh with clouds, 
and every eye shall see him, and they also 
6 which pierced him. Even so, amen. I 
* am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
& the end, saith the Lord, which is, and which 
<« was, and which is to come; the Almighty.” 

The character by which St. John makes 
himself known to his brethren of the seven 
churches is this, that he is their companion 
in tribulation; the subject concerning which 
| he exhorts them is, the abiding faithful even 

unto death. That we are required to lay 
down ug lives for Christ would therefore 
be plain from this book, even though the 

history of the persecutions were wholly for- 
gotten; and we should be assured of the 
promised reward, though we found it men- 
tioned no where else. Whether therefore 
we do, or do not, consider the prophecies 
in the three first chapters of che Revelations 
to belong to the three hundred years before 
Constantine, and understand the ten days“ 


* Chap. ii. 10. : | of 


7 1 1 

of the ten persecutions; it is still certain 
that these chapters are full of exhortations 
to prepare men for sufferings in this world, 
and for a future reward in the New Jerusalem. 
The first vision is of a person described 
like the Son of Man. From him the apostle 
receives this command: Write the things 
c which thou hast seen, and the things which 
e are, and the things which shall be here- 
* after.” The mystery of the seven stars, 
and the seven candlesticks or lamp- bearers, 
is explained: Now learn the mystery of 
the seven stars and the seven candlesticks; 
& the seven stars are the angels of the seven 
6“ churches, and the seven candlesticks are 
© the seven churches.” The word mystery 
is no where found in our translation of the 
Old Testament, and twenty-five times in the 
New; of which only two or three can pos- 
sibly be understood according to the modern 
notion, of a thing unintelligible. On the 
contrary, a mystery is almost every where 
mentioned as a thing to be known, under- 

| „„ | stood, 


19 | 
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stood, or explained; and the true meaning 
is, a thing covered, or veiled; concealed; in 
order to make the more impression when re- 
| vealed. Such was the mystery of the gospel, 
that is, the salvation of all men through 
Christ. It had been revealed in part under 
the law, by the law itself, but was not openly 
declared till the descent of the Holy Ghost 

upon the apostles. The mysteries we now 

frequently speak of, are things concerning 
the nature and attributes of God, and all 
spiritual beings. These are not to be under- 
stood by us, but it is on account of our im- 
perfect powers of understanding, not because 
they are purposely concealed from us. 80 
far as we are capable of understanding them 
they are revealed; and our duty is to believe 
what is so revealed, and to regulate our 
practice accordingly; ; for nothing is required 
that is contradictory to reason, though many 
truths are above it such as eternal duration, 
We see, through the whole address to the 
PN a ee exhortation to confess tie 
faith, 


„„ 
faith, even through sufferings and unto death; 


to depend wholly upon the Son of God, to 


keep his word, and not deny his name. There 
is also, through this whole exhortation, a 
remarkable connection of the things said 
with the scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament, and with the times of persecu- 
tion then just begun, which shews this book 


to be the work of the Apostle, and not a 


forgery of later times. Indeed it is asserted 
by the learned and pious Mr. Mede, (from 


whom I must take the chief part of what 1 


can say on a subject so much above my 
reach) that there is not a book in the 


sacred canon, that hath more human, not 
© to say divine, authority, even from the time 


vyhen it was first delivered.“ 
Chapter IV. opens a second vision, or 
rather a general scene to which belong two 
contemporary visions, the one concerning 
the fate of the empire, with the church as 


connected with it, called by Mr. Mede, Visio 


Fatorum Imperii, from chap. vi. to chap. xi. 19; 


the 
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the other concerning the fate of the church, 
in its connection with the Roman empire 


during the same period; for Rome is allowed, 


on all hands, to be the object in view. This 
begins at the nineteenth verse of chap. xi. 
and goes on to the end of chap. xvi. and is 


called by Mr. Mede, Visio Fatorum Ecclesiæ. 


The description of a throne with a sitter 
on it, for that is the original expression, 
ought not to be understood as painters re- 
present it, of an old man, as supposing God 
the Father to be meant; but it is a symbolical 
emblem of the Divine Presence, as seen by 


Moses, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and others, inha- 
biting the cherubim, and both guiding and 


governing the children of Israel in their 


journies. The seven lamps before or pro- 
ceeding from the throne are the Holy Spirit; 
and the rainbow is the well-known symbol of 
che covenant of grace. This meteor, being 
appointed as the token of the covenant after 


the Deluge, appears here with great pro- 


pricty as a pledge of mercy. It is every 


where. 


I 15 J 


where mentioned as a part of the n | 
appearance of the Deity, and is called * the 
< faithful witness in heaven.“ The Lamb, 
as slain from the foundation of the world, 
standing in the midst of the throne and 
elders, that is, between both as the Mediator, 
is „Christ the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world; so called by 
his forerunner John Baptist, speaking to his 
disciples, which shews how well the expres- 
sion was understood. The four beasts, 
(animalia, living creatures) are symbols of the 
heavenly hosts; and the elders, and after- 
wards the palm-bearing multitude, represent 
the church throughout all generations. It is 
enough, as to the literal sense of the vision, 
that we consider the throne, with the person 
sitting thereon, as an hierogliphic represen- 
tation of the Divine Majesty, the one su- 
preme God, Creator of all things, eternal, 
and invisible; and the Lamb, as a symbol of 
him that was Slain, and redeemed us by his 
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blood; and that every creature in heaven 


and earth, ascribe * blessing and honour, 
« glory and power, to him that sitteth on 
« the throne, and unto the Lamb.” The 
description of the book, a roll such as used 
by the Jews, and the praises of God and of 
the Lamb, are the contents of the ↄth chapter. 
Chapter VI. the prophecy begins, by 
the opening of the four seals, supposed to 
foretel the events which happened soon after 


the delivery of the prophecy. Death and 
Hades follow them, and their power is over 


a fourth part of the earth, supposed to mean 


the empire of Rome. At the opening of 


the fifth seal, the souls of the martyrs are 
Tepresented crying, like the blood of Abel, 
for vengeance; having been slain as the sa- 
crifice, they are here placed under the altar 


of burnt- offering, which stood in the court 


before the tabernacle; between which and 


the altar stood the laver, or brazen sea, the 
symbol of purity, or of cleansing by repen- 


rance. 1 this sea I suppose the sea of 


glaſs, .. 


„ 

glass,“ is to be compared, and not to the 
ocean, as some have imagined; its being 
clear as crystal represents very properly the 
perfect purity of the gospel dispensation, 
as the white robes represent the righteous- 

ness of saints. e 
The sixth seal begins chap. vi. verse 12, 
and is continued through the seventh chapter. 
It gives an account of times of great distress, 
(in terms like those of our Saviour concern- 
ing the end of the world) and of the sealing 
an hundred forty and four thousand, from all 
the tribes of Israel, being such as came out 
of tribulation, and had washed their garments 
in the blood of the Lamb; which circum- 
Stances, and some others, seem to distinguish 
these from the hundred and forty- four thou- 
sand in the vision Fatorum Ecclesia, who are 
said to accompany the Lamb. The mention 
here of the sun being darkened, and the 
stars falling, comes too soon to be supposed 
to relate to the day of judgment, otherwise 


* Chap. iv. 6. and xv. 2. than 
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than as a type; besides, that kings and states 
are understood by these symbols in several 
places of scripture, and therefore they pro- 
bably have the same meaning here. 

At the opening of the seventh seal there i is 
silence in heaven; and an angel, supposed to 
be Christ, offers incense on the golden altar; 


as Zechariah and the other priests in their 


courses used to do at the golden altar which 
stood within the tabernacle but without the 
veil, while the people in silence were praying 
without, in the court to which they were ad- 
mitted. After this, the fire from the censer 
being cast down to the earth, the first trum- 


pet sounds, and is followed by a storm; at 
the second trumpet, a mountain is cast into 


the sea; at the third, a star, called bitterness, 


falls on the rivers; and at the fourth, the 


sun and the moon are deprived of a third 


part of their light, probably expressing the 
tp; reign of ignorance, which in some degree 


preceded that of error. These four trum- 
pas affect the third pon: of the earth, sup- 
posed 


tn] 

| posed to mean Europe; but the three last, 
called woes, are more general. The first is 

the plague of the locusts, whose time is 

limited to five months, or one hundred and 


fifty days, that 1s, . years. The second woe 


is the horsemen from Euphrates, whose time 
seems to be the same as that of the outer 


court mentioned afterwards, that is, one 


thousand two hundred and sixty days, or 
years. The events of this trumpet are sus- 


pended at the descent of another angel. This 
angel resembles the person described by 


Daniel, and is therefore supposed to be 


another symbolical representation of the 
Messiah. A rainbow 1s under his feet, and 


a little book in his hand, which he gives to 
the Apostle to eat, as Jehovah does to the 
prophet Ezekiel.“ This angel, standing like 
the one in Danielf on the waters, or as here, 
with one foot on the earth and another on 
the sea, proclaims, that time shall be no 


more; but that when the seventh trumpet 
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shall sound, the mystery of God shall be 5 
finished.“ He then commands St. John to 
prophecy a second time, which command 1 


suppose he performed in the vision Fat. 


Eccles. and he bids him seal up what the 


seven thunders had uttered, which Mr. 
Mede supposes to relate to the events after- 
wards spoken of under the seven vials. 

Chap. XI. the courts are measured, and 


the angel declares the time of the outer-courr, 
and the trampling it under foot, to be one 


thousand two hundred and sixty days, that 


is, years; or forty- two months, which is the 
same space of time. The preaching of the 
two witnesses is to last the same time also. 


The beast from the bottomless pit is at length 
to destroy them; their destruction is repre- 


sented by their being slain by the beast, and 
- lying unburied in the street of the great city, 


spiritually called Sodom and Egypt; by which 


not Rome, but the world, seems to be meant, 


for Egypt is the name of a country, not a 


* 
city; and after three days and an half they 
rise again and ascend into heaven. 
| At the sounding of the seventh, or last 
trumpet, Christ's kingdom is said to be actually 
come, and his reign to be for ever and ever. 
The twenty-four elders then mention, in their 
song of triumph, the wrath of the nations, 
the reward of the saints, and the final reign 
of the Almighty. | 
Ihe next vision, the third in avintics but 
second with regard to the foregoing Fatorum - 
Imperii, synchronises with it, and begins with 
the nineteenth verse of the eleventh chapter. 
As the former vision was introduced by the 
opening of a door in heaven, this, of the 
fate of the church, begins by the temple of 
God being opened, and the ark of the co- 
venant being seen; the Holy of Holies, the 
most hidden things, are now revealed. We 
are carried back to the times of the church 

under the Jewish dispensation. She is re- 
presented, with a manifest reference to the 
dream of Joseph, as clothed with the sun, 
the glory of Israel; the moon, that is, Leah 


2 2 
the mother of Judah, is under her feet as 
her foundation and support; and the twelve 
stars, the patriarchs, are her crown. She 
brings forth a man-child, who is to rule all 
nations with a rod of iron, that is, Christ;* 
which child is caught up to the throne of 
God.f A great red dragon appears ready 
to devour the child, and persecutes the wo- 
man, and afterwards her seed. The dragon 
1s cast out by Michael. The woman flies i into 
the wilderness, where she is to be nourished 
for a time, times, and half a time, or one thou- 

sand two hundred and sixty days. The dragon 
sends out a flood of waters after her, but the 
earth receives it; yet he continues to perse- 
cute the remnant of her seed. Waters are 
frequently in the Old Testament understood, 
as here explained by the angel, to mean peo- 
ples, and nations, and multitudes, and tongues, 
Chapter XIII. a beast arises out of the sea, 
with seven heads, ten horns, and ten Crowns z 
and on his forehead the name of blasphemy, 
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or apostate.* His form is that of the four 


| beasts in the vision of Daniel, united in one; 
his power is that of the dragon; and his time 
is forty-two months, the same as that of the 
horsemen, of the witnesses, and of the woman 
in the wilderness; one of his heads is wound- 
ed, but healed again. A second beast rises 


/ 


out of the earth, with two horns like a lamb, 


with the power of the wounded beast, whom 


he causeth men to worship, and to make an 
image of him, to which he gives life; and he 


causeth those to be killed that will not wor- 
ship the image, and obligeth all to receive 
the mark, the name, the number of the name 
of the beast from the sea, which is six hun- 


dred and sixty-six; „ Here is wisdom, let 


„ him that hath understanding count the 
* number of the beast, for it is the number 
| of a man.” The time of the first beast is 
forty-two months, or one thousand two hun- 
dred and sixty years. The time of the second 
beast, or beast from the earth, is not set 
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44 ] 
down. It is plain he and the 1 image must be 
somewhat later in time, as to their beginning, 
than the first beast; but probably the end of 
their time will be the ame. | 
Chapter XIV. presents the Lamb on Mount 
Sion, with an hundred forty and four thou- 
sand followers, singing a new song which no 
one could learn; they are said to be virgins, 
and redeemed from among men, being the 
first fruits to God and the Lamb, without 
guile, and without fault, before the throne of 
God. Their appearance is followed by three 
angels; the first proclaiming the everlasting 
gospel; the second, the fall of Babylon; and 
the third, the punishment of the worshippers 
of the beast, and the reward of the righte- 
ous. Then the Son of Man is set forth under 
another similitude,“ and probably again as 
gathering his vintage, and reaping his har- 
vest; the corn ready for the garner, W | 
"von: * for destruction + - 
; 22 * Chap. XIV. 14, 18. + 13 iii. 17. 
t Ioaiah Ixii. 3. Chapter 
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| . XV. verse 5. the temple of the 
tabernacle of the testimony in heaven is 
said to be opened, and seven angels come 
out of it, to whom seven vials, or cups, are 
given, full of the wrath of God. The tem- 
ple is filled with smoke, as that of Solomon 
was at the dedication, and no one is able to 
enter it, till the seven last plagues are ful. 
filled. The first is a noisome sore; the 
second is the sea turned into blood; the 
rhird smites rivers in the same manner; the 
fourth adds heat to the sun to scorch men, 
and they blaspheme God on account of this 
plague; that is, as I suppose, they are driven 
to deny Christ and his gospel, as St. Paul 
says,“ © I compelled them to blaspheme,”” 
that is, to deny the faith; speaking of his 
persecution of Christians before his conver- 
sion, The fifth plague is on che seat of che 
| beast; the sixth on the river Euphrates, 


- whence the kings of the east, led by three 


false spirits from the mouths of the dragon, 


* Acts xxvi. 11. the 
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the beast, and the false prophet, come to the 
battle of Armageddon. Great Babylon is 


here again said to be called to remembrance. 
A storm of hail ensues, but men blaspheme 


even to the last; that is, they persist in their 


apostacy. Thus the second vision ends. 


Then follows the vision of Babylon,“ 
which appears to be a separate vision, going 


back even to the foundation of Rome. It 
gives a minute account of the destruction of 


that great city, under the symbolical repre- 
sentation of a woman, sitting on such a beast 


as before described, and sitting on the waters 
because the beast rises from the sea, which 
waters are explained to be nations. The 


scene of action is in the wilderness, in the 
same place where the woman in the second 


vision is said to be preserved. The woman 
that rides on the beast, with a cup in her 


hand, is said to intoxicate all nations, herself 


being drunk with the blood of the martyrs of 


Jesus. The angel explaining the vision 


„„ 
says, the beast was, and is not, and shall 
&« ascend out of the bottomless pit,” the 
abyss, and go into perdition.” The 
e $even heads are seven mountains, and seven 
6 kings, that is, kingdoms; © five of these, 
saith he, © are fallen; one is, (at the time 
of the vision, supposed to be A. D. 94) © the 
ce other is not yet; and he,” this Seventh, 
& when he cometh, must continue a shor 
cc space. The beast is the eighth, and of the 
ce ceyen.” The angel goes on explaining. 
The ten horns are ten kings, which have 
* no kingdom as yet, but receive power one 
ce hour with the beast; these shall give their 
. strength to the beast; these shall make 
« war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
& Overcome. The ten horns shall take the 
« whore, and burn her with fire; and the 
cc woman is that great city which reigneth 
« over the kings of the earth.“ Then an 
angel from heaven proclaims, © Babylon the 
« great is fallen;“ and gives a description 
Chap. xvii. 16, 18. like 


#4 


28 J 


like "OE of the Assyrian Babylos; a type of 
this latter seat of tyranny; and a voice warns 
the faithful to come out of her, to avoid her 
sin and punishment. Her riches, and the 
lamentations of her friends, are set forth in 
the rest of the chapter. _ 
The three next chapters enter into a more 
minute detail of those things which were 
but just mentioned at the end of the first 
and second visions; the scene of the fourth 
chapter is again spoken of as present; Alle- 
luias are sung for the judgment of Babylon; 
a voice from the throne says, Praise our 
« God;” and the multitude declare, that 
the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, and pro- 
claim the marriage of the Lamb, who is 
called the Word, or Logos.“ He appears 
as conqueror from the defeat of the dragon, 
the beast; and the false prophet, which last 
two are cast into the lake of fire and brim- 
stone. Thousands are with him in white, 
and the battle seems to be the same as that 


6 

of Armageddon; but it is a victory of truth. 
over falschood, not of men over men, as ap- 
pears by the sword of the person stiled King 
of kings, for it cometh out of his mouth, as 
the unclean spirits from the mouths of his 
enemies. Satan is bound for a thousand 
years, while the judgment is set, and the 
saints reign with Christ on earth. This is 
the first resurrection. Then follows the last 
attempt of Satan, and his destruction with 
Gog and Magog; and then the general resur- 
rection, and final sentence of men and angels. 
Ihe last chapter introduces the bride of 

the Lamb. She had been mentioned before | 
as a woman;“ here she appears as the New 
Jerusalem from heaven. The Apostle, not 
knowing how to express his gratitude to his 
kind instructor, falls at the feet of the angel, 
by whom he is reproved for so doing. This 
circumstance, when mentioned in the nine- 
teenth chapter, I consider as an anticipation. 
The whole narrative, . omitting: that verse, 
| „ ends, 
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3 
ends, as I apprehend, chapter xxii. verse 6, 
ce these words are faithful and true.“ After 


which the Apostle himself adds, And the 


* Lord God of the holy prophets sent his 


angel, to shew unto his servants the things 


te which. must shortly be done, (saying) 
% Behold I come quickly; blessed is he that 
“ keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of 

& this book.” Here* then, and not before, 
J apprehend the Apostle's error and the 


angel's reproof must be placed. We can 
hardly suppose the Apostle to be twice guilty 
of the same error, and still less that the 
angel should twice reprove him in the same 
gentle manner; but it might be proper twice 


to repeat the account of the same transaction, 


in order to enforce the necessary caution 


e Worship God,” that is, worship him 
alone. Then follows, * Seal not the pro- 
ee phecies, the time is at hand;”—eyen now 
they begin to be accomplished, let all ob- 


serve them. © He that is unjust, let him 


| | *Obap. axis. ( he 


E 


ee be unjust still;“ that is, speaking prophe- 
ically, as in many other places of scripture, 
he that is unjust will be unjust still, he that 
is filthy will be filthy. Behold, I come 
« quickly.” „ am Alpha and Omega.“ 
« ], Jesus, have sent my angel,” —one of the 
angels of God. I am the root and oft- 
* spring,“ the first as God, the second as 
man. Then follows the invitation of the bride, 
and a caution as to adding to, or taking from, 
the words of the prophecy; and the whole 
concludes with, The grace of our Lord 
„ Tesus Christ be with you all. Amen.“ 

Faving thus taken a general view of the 
prophecies, I beg leave to make a few ob- 


servations on some remarkable circumstances 


mentioned in them, viz. first, the mark of the 
beast; secondly, the testimony and death of 
the witnesses; thirdly, the preaching the ever- 
lasting gospel; and lastly, the reign of Christ 
on earth, commonly called the Millenium. 
If we examine carefully what is said in 
the Revelations concerning the mark of the 
Ls beast, 


- — 
— 0 = i 1 
„A ——— 3 


2 5 3 D 1 * Dum wang W 4 
reer eee * r N ener Cott ot 4 $27 prot ” * od 
— . — — ts Es oe Noe AG Yeh AC 9 x2 


er o " 1 xx . 
— ... 


( 32 J 
| beast, we shall perhaps be de to find 


how much obscurity surrounds that parti- 


cular character of the enemies of Christ, and 


yet how greatly we are interested to avoid 
the infection of wickedness or error, repre- 


sented by that name, mark, or number of 


the name, for they all seem to be the same ; 


thing. If we look attentively through all 


the visions concerning the beast, Babylon, 


&c. we find all the threats pointed at, and 


| most of the plagues poured upon, those that . 
receive the mark of the beast.“ If any 


< receive his mark they have no rest.“ 


A ssore on those that had the mark; * de- 
«c ceived them that had the mark.” On 


the other hand, all that have not received 


the name, the number, the mark, or have 
obtained the victory over it, are promised a 
reward; and the name of God, or of New 
Jerusalem, or a scal, is set upon their fore- 
beads or . as the mark of the beast on 


% F< 


bu * Chap. x xiv. 9 3 I Chap. xvi. 2. 


A Chaps xix. 20. 5 the N 
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the forcheads or hands of his servants or 
soldiers; for it is generally agreed, that the 
setting these marks is an allusion to the 
heathen custom of marking soldiers and 


slaves in this manner. In the vision of 


Ezekiel,“ so like in many things to that of the 
Apocalypse, there is mention of a mark 
on the men that had not the seal of God. 


So also in the Revelations, victory over the 
image and the mark is crowned, f they that 


received not the mark live with Christ. T So 


that this mark, whatever it be, is the charac- 
teristic, the note of distinction, pointing out 


for destruction the enemies of God, and the 
servants of the devil; and we are warned, 
- over and over, carefully to avoid it, for that 


numbers, perhaps the multitude, in the last 


times, will receive it to their ruin. It is there- 


fore a matter of consequence to mentoenquire 


what is meant by this mark, not with an an- 
xious curiosity, but with humble submission. 


_—— ä * — 
* Ezekiel ix. 4. f Chap. xv. a. 
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11 
Sin alone is the object of punishment ; and 
some particular crying offence, probably, 
must be the mark so carefully to be avoided, 
$0 severely to be punished. If we consider 


the prophecies of the Old Testament, the 


punishments of the Jews, the promises and 
the threatenings, we find them chiefly level- 
led, not against transgressions of the moral 


law, but against idolatry; the duties of the 


first table are always considered as the most 


bas important, not only on account of the ma- 
jesty of the divine Lawgiver, but because the 


duties of the second table depend upon the 


first, and are secured thereby. Whatever 


modern philosophers may say to the contrary, 


he who fears and loves God, and worships 
him according to his will, is certainly most 


likely to keep his commandments, and to 


love his neighbour as himself; but be this 


as it may, the fact is certain. Idolatry, as 
the root of all wickedness, is every where 
pointed out as the cause of God's judg- 


. who 


ments on the Hebrews; 3 and I think to those 


* 9 


U 28 J 
who consider the book of the Revelations, it 
will appear as plain a fact, that blasphemy is in 
the same manner the sin here pointed out, as 


being the characteristic of the latter times. 


When first I set myself to consider the 
mark of the beast, my thoughts, from the 


usual prejudice against the church of Rome, 


were turned to consider her reigning vices 
pride, avarice, immorality of all kinds; but 
here there seemed to be no choice as to one 
sin more than another; all were equally no- 


torious; nor could I say that her accusers 


had any right to throw the first stone at her. 


1 then took my bible, and began at the thir- 
teenth chapter of the Revelations, describing 


the first appearance of the beast, and I was : | 


struck with the circumstance of his having 


on his head names of blasphemy, or as in 
our translation, the name of blasphemy; for 


it does not appear that 'each head had a 


different name, but rather that every head 


- was marked with one and the same name, 
viz. blasphemy. I turned to the place where 


the 
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E 
the beast, sustaining the woman in scarlet, is 
likewise described as having on his seven 
heads the same inscription; and I could not 
help saying to myself, if the number of the 
beast be the number of his name, we must 


ſind out the latter to know the former; and 


where can we seek it, if not in the same 
place where himself is to mark his followers, 


_ © viz. the forehead? Since then the name we 


find there written is twice said to be blas- 
phemy, is it not natural to suppose that blas- 
phemy is the name, the mark, by which the 
worshippers of the beast, and of his image, 
are to be known; and that blasphemy is the 
crying sin we are so often warned against, 
especially as we find it so often mentioned 
quite through the several visions? A month 
is given to this same beast © to blaspheme 
God and his name; “ men are thrice said 
to blaspheme;+ and the blasphemy of 
ce false Jews is mentioned in another place; 


„ | 1 Chap. u. 9. LD 66 men 
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* men unden because of pain 3 all 
which I think amounts to a probability, that 
blasphemy is the mark of the beast; his name, 
by which to distinguish his servants from 
those of God, who have the testimony of 
Jesus and his Father's name written in their 
foreheads that is, are his sealed ones. 
But by blasphemy, in the scriptures, we 
are not to understand the uttering of horrid 
senseless oaths and execrations. St. Paul 
says, speaking of Christians, f“ I compelled 
them to blaspheme;“ that is, to renounce 
Christ. The beast blasphemes, that is, re- 
nounces God and his tabernacle.“ Isaiah 
mentions offering incense on the hills, and 
blaspheming God, that is, renouncing his 
worship. The blasphemy to which men are 
compelled by pain is, probably, apostacy. 
The death pronounced by the law on blas- 
phemy|| is, I suppose, to be understood in 
the same sense; not of rash words only, 
85 Chap. xvi. 9. f Acts xxvi. 11. Rey. Xili. 6. 
Lev. XXIV. IT, 16. though 
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though ever so Sn The Jews chang 
our Saviour with blasphemy, that is, apos- 
tacy against God, in assuming the divine 
attributes. I do not mean that the word = 
blasphemy is not to be taken, in several 
places, according to our common acceptation 
= —- of it; but only, that in many places it carries 
"8 wmioith it the idea of apostacy, and particularly 
bi in the book of the Revelations. 

I éam sensible, that, according to modern 
ways of thinking, it will be accounted strange, 
that doctrines merely speculative, as they are 
| now called, such as the divinity of Christ 
1 and his worship, should be set forth as the 
Ul Important concern of all men; and that blas- 
11 phemy, or denying such doctrines, should be 
= tte chief object of wrath and punishment. 
bu = The same may be said with regard to ido- 
latry, and the punishment of God's chosen 
people on chat account. But these are not 
ww he questions now before us. I am not ex- 
7 mining che doctrine of thescriptures, nor of 
11 | Ge Apocalypse in e 1 am only en- 


n 


ren 


[ 99 ] 


quiring, as an antiquarian-might do, into an 
ancient writing; and by comparing it with 
itself, and with other books of the same age, 
am endeavouring to fix the literal sense, the 
relation of the parts to each other, and the 
meaning of its peculiar expressions. Taking 
the thing in this light, we must see at once, 
that the testimony of Jesus, as it is expressl7 
declared,“ is the spirit of this prophecy. 
The Son of God appears in the first chapter 
as in a state of glory; he claims the title of 
Alpha and Omega, and the other attributes 


of God; he receives the praise and worship 


of all created beings; he claims them as his 
con; he unfolds mysteries, he commands, 
he promises, he threatens, as God. The 
human nature also is not forgotten; he ap- 
pears as the Lamb slain; he triumphs as a 

king; he is acknowledged as judge of the 

world; in short, through the whole book, 
the power of the Deity is set forth in the 
person of Christ, he is the object continually 
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in view, as God and Man. Apostacy from 


him, renouncing and denying the Son of Gd 


made man, is therefore the blasphemy here 


spoken of; the sin which will draw down 
the punishments of the latter times, the sin 
to which men will be particularly exposed, 
to which pain and misery will drive them. 
The causer of this offence is therefore justly 


called Antichrist, as denying the Father and 


the Son; and when we are warned before of 


the trials to be encountered, when we have 


the sufferings of Christ, and the noble army 
of martyrs set before us, we must acknow- 


ledge that we deserve to take part with the 
beast and the false prophet, if we yield even 


to the greatest torments, and deny the Lord 
that bought us. Be faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life, says 


Christ to the angel of the church of Smyrna; 5 
thou hast not denied my faith, saith he 


to the angel of Pergamos; . He that over- 

<« cometh I will confess his name, saith he 

to the angel of Sardis; “T hou hast kept my 
. | & word, 


„ 

& word, and hast not denied my name,“ saith 
he to the angel of Philadelphia. —* Him that 
« gyercometh, I will write on him the name 
& of God, and New Jerusalem, and my new 
name.“ The souls under the altar are 
such as were slain © for the word of God, 
de and the testimony of Jesus;” the palm- 

bearing multitude is of such as have © washed 
their robes in the blood of the Lamb, and 
wh he shall feed them; the men to be hurt 
by the locusts are such as have not the seal, 
that is, the names before- mentioned; those 
that repented not,* are charged with murders, 
fornications, and the like, but the chief charge 
against them is idolatry, the worship of de- 
vils; the witnesses are killed for their testi- 
mony; the conquest of Michael's army is by 
the blood of the Lamb, and the word of tes- 
timony for which they died; the remnant with 
which the dragon continues to fight, keep 
the commandments of God, and have the 

eestimony of Jesus Christ; the worshippers 
— —ü— — ——.— 8 — 
3 * Chap. ix. 20, 21. l of 
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of the beast are opposed all along to the wor 
Shippers of the Lamb, and those that bear the 
beast's mark, to the sealed ones. The ever- 
lasting gospel proclaimed concerns the object 
of worship. The threats of the third angel* 
are against the worshippers of the beast, 
contrary to the commands of God, and the 
faith of Jesus. The punishment of Babylon 
is chiefly for the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus. The marriage of the Lamb is the 
reign of God Omnipotent. The angel is the 
Servant of them that have the testimony of 
Jesus. They that reign with ChristS are 
such as were beheaded for the testimony of 
Jesus, and for the word of God, and had not 
| the mark of the beast. The fearful and un- 
believing are set at the head of those who 
shall have a part in the second death. The 
names of the twelve tribes, and of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb, are on the gates and 
foundations of the New Jerusalem. God 
h T Chap. xvii. 6. and xviii. 24. 
+ Chap. xix. 10. 8 Chap. XX. 4+ 5 and 


1107] 
and the Lamb are its temple and its light; 
the throne is the throne of God and of the 
Lamb. The Lord God sent his angel, 
& I, Jesus, have Sent my angel,” are here 
synonimous; and the conclusion is, © I come 
6e quickly, “ even so come Lord Jesus; 
and The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. Amen.“ 
hs, from first to last, Jesus Christ the 

Lamb of God, his faith, his testimony, is the 
great object set before us; and consequently 
we may suppose the blasphemy, which is to 
be so severely punished, is apostacy. Con- 
formably to this, it is said by our Saviour in 
the gospel, © whosoever shall deny me, him 
6e will I deny; by St. Paul, © if we deny 
<« him, he also will deny us; and he that 
denieth the faith, is said to be worse than 
an infidel. 5 False teachers are mentioned, - 

_ denying the Lord that bought them, t that is, 


* Chap. xxii. 20. f Matt. x. 23. Luke xi. 9. 
2 Tim. ii. 22. 9 x Tim. v. 8. 
1 2 Peter ii. x, | Jesus. 
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Jesus. He is a liar that denieth that Jesus 
is the Christ, * saith St. John. He char 
« denieth the Son, hath not the Father,” 
saith the same Apostle. He that denieth 


& Jesus our Lord, denieth the only Lord 
God, f saith St. Jude. Since, therefore, 


faith in Jesus is the chief thing set before us, 


in opposition to the mark of the beast, his 
name, and the number of his name, is it not 
probable at least, that the name of blasphe- 


my, which the beast himself wears, is the 


same which his servants receive, and is to be 
understood of blaspheming that worthy 


es name by which we are called; that is, 
denying the Lord Jesus, and teig 


from the faith? 
With this notion concerning blasphemy 
and Antichrist agrees What is said by St. 


John, Every spirit that confesseth that 


« Jesns Christ is come in the flesh, is of 
“ God; and every spirit that confesseth not 


— — — 


* x John ii. aa, 23- 5 0 | 
+ James 3. _ ce that 
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*r that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is 
ce not of God; and this is that spirit of An- 
cc tichrist. By adding the words © gpirit 
, and by the turn of the expression, our 
translators have, I apprehend, confined the 
sense, as if the confession of Christ's being 
come in the flesh was alone sufficient to prove 
the person so confessing to be of God; where- 
as, the words in the original are, every spirit 

which confesseth Jesus Christ in the flesh is 
of God; which expression is much more ex- 
tensive, for the confession is not restrained to 
one circumstance concerning Christ, but takes 
in every thing revealed concerning him: For he 
who confesses Jesus Christ, acknowledges him 
as his saviour, his teacher, and his judge; but 
he who confesses not Jesus Christ, that is, he 
who denies him, is Antichrist, the opposer of 
Christ, and inlisted under Satan's banner, hav- 
ing the name of blapshemy on his forehead. 
Those whom St. Paul compelled to blas- 
pheme, were not perhaps chief sinners as to 
— —— — — — gy 
John iv. a, 3. moral 


4] 


nog duties, but weak Christians who denied 
the faith. The thing required by the Heathen 
persecutors was, to deny Christ, to blaspheme, 


that is, to apostatize; and the same may one 
day be required of us. However secure we 


at present think ourselves, a time may come, 
when the Greeks, and the Romanists them- 
selves, though now Trinitarians, may join 


with the Socinians, nay with the followers of 
Mahomet, grown ashamed of their present 
ignorance and setting up for philosophers. 
If such should be the case one day, it is plain 
the worship of our church will be consi- 
dered by such as no better than idolatry; 


since the prayers of the liturgy, now by law 


established, are frequently addressed to Christ 


as God; as Pliny says, chose of the Christ- 


ians in his days were. | 
Another circumstance of great moment, 


concerning which I think the prejudices of 


the times have mis-led those who have endea- 
voured to explain the mysteries (the veiled 


sense) of the book now before us, is the 
comony 


4B 


7 : 
testimony of the two witnesses. In order to 
find out who they are, let us consider the pe- 

culiar characters by which they are described. 

They are the witnesses of Jesus;—* I will 
give them power, says the angel from 
whom St. John received the little book; that 
is, Christ. They shall prophecy; their time 

shall be one thousand two hundred and sixty 
days; their dress that of mourners, sack- 
cloth; they are said to be two olive trees; 
two candlesticks; fire proceeds from their 
mouths to slay their enemies; they that hurt 
them must thus be killed; they have mira- 
culous powers for punishment; the beast 
from the bottomless pit is to kill them, when 
their prophecy is ended, that is, to put an 
end to their prophecy by violence, after the 
one thousand two hundred and sixty days; 
the place where this is to happen is the street 
of that great city, spiritually called Sodom 
and Egypt, where also our Lord was cruci- 
fied; their dead bodies are to be seen by the 


* Chap. xi. 3. ; people, 
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people, nations, &c. that is, by all the world, 
for three days and a half. They shall not be 
suffered by the nations to be buried; they 
that dwell on the earth shall rejoice over 
them, and send gifts to one another, after the 


manner both of Jews and Gentiles in their 
feasts; the cause of their joy being, that they 


are freed from the torment those prophets 
gave them; after three days and an half, the 
spirit of God shall enter into the witnesses, 
they shall stand on their feet, and great fear 
shall fall on their enemies. A 
call them up to heaven, and they shall ascend 
in a cloud, but in sight of their enemies. 
Then follows an earthquake; a tenth part of 
the city falls, seven thousand are slain, and 
the remnant affrighted give glory to God. | 
Some conimentators have been strongly 
persuaded, that by the witnesses we must 
understand Enoch and Elias; who not having 
tasted death, they suppose will appear on earth 
to be instruments of the conversion of the 


Jews, to preach three years and an 


A voice shall 


half, 
and 
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and to be killed and rise again. Others have 
thought the prophecy related to the two 
testaments, which are indeed witnesses, and 
preach the testimony of Jesus, but they did 
so long before the one thousand two hundred 
and sixty years can be supposed to begin. 
Calvin and Luther, who have been named by 
others, come too late. | 

There are, in the account of the two wit⸗ 
nesses in the Apocalypse, several allusions 
to former passages in the Holy Scriptures, 
and to the ancient prophets; but the circum- 
stances peculiar to these witnesses are, their 
being the witnesses of Jesus, and their being 
called candlesticks, or churches, for so is 
that emblem expressly explained, the seven 
< candlesticks are seven churches;”+ which 
are so called, as conveying the light of the 
knowledge of Christ to all around. From 
these allusions, and especially from the long 
time assigned for their preaching, we may be 
persuaded, I think, that here, as in the rest 


— — 
— _ 


+ Chap. i. 20. | of 
1 | 
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of the vision, things are aeoreibea bel 
cally, and that two churches, not two Pn, 


are here meant. 


Partiality for the reformation has inclined 
most Protestant writers to seek these wit- 
nesses amongst the Waldenses, &c.; but 


without considering, that besides their num- 


ber being comparatively small, their time 


short, and their date much later than the 


beginning of the one thousand two hundred 
and sixty years, their character will scarcely 
be thought of sufficient dignity to stand in 


80 distinguished a post; to act as the pro- 
phets of God, opposing the whole world 


while living; then called from the dead, and 
taken up into heaven, and that publicly be- 
fore the face of their enemies. Surely there 
is nothing in the history of those unhappy 
sufferers to warrant such an application. 

One circumstance concerning these wit- 
nesses is almost always forgotten by our Pro- 
testant divines, which is, that the scene of 


n, quite . the book, is the Roman 
empire 


F + 1 

empire and the Christian church; the wit- 
| nesses preach, not to foreign nations, but to 
those amongst whom they dwell, and they 
are killed in that spiritual Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was crucified ; where 
wicked Christians crucify to themselves the 

Lord of Glory, and put him to an open 
shame. The Antichrist by whom they fall, 
is, as described by St. Paul, found “ sitting 
jn the temple of God, the church. The 
beast, and the woman it supports, are to be 
seen in the wilderness, in the same place where 
the persecuted woman and her children are | 
fed for one thousand two hundred and sixty 
years. All this seems to shew, as far as I 
can judge, that however Papists and Protes- 
tants, Greeks and Latins, may judge of them- 
selves and of one another, and may take each 
to themselves alone the name-of the church 
of Christ, they are not so considered in these 
visions; but are all included in one body, one 
general scene of action. There is, I think, no 


* 2 Thess. ii. 4. promise 
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promise in scripture to the Christian church 


chat it shall not err, any more than that it 


Shall not sin; the only clear, distinct promise 
made to it is, that however sinful, however 


erroneous, God will not cast it off and reject 


it, as he did that of the Jews; and for this very 
reason we find, that both good and bad, the 
prophets and their enemies, are all here con- 
sidered as members of the same body; and we 
find also, both in the first and second visions, 
that the servants of God are distinguished by 
marks, which would be unnecessary if they 
formed a separate body, a distinct church. 


If the witnesses, therefore, whose testi- 


\\ 3 , ns . . pf 

mony 1s the same, viz. the testimony of 3 
are two candlesticks, that is two churches; 
Seems most probable, that they are to be un- 


derstood as types of the two great portions 


| of the Christian church, divided into East and 
| West, or as now called the Greek and 1 
churches. 


There is something peculiar in the division 
of these two churches from each other. It 


came 
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came on imperceptibly, not occasioned by 
any remarkable dispute, or error, on either 


side, but by causes chiefly concerning the 
things of this world, and the princes by 
whom they were governed; each side, at the 
same time, going off from the strait line of 
truth, on which at first they walked together; 


so that, after a long course of years, they 


found themselves divided in doctrine, as well 


as in outward communion; the spouse of 


Christ, the invisible church, still remaining 


in the wilderness, concealed from the eyes of 


men, but nourished and supported by God. 
These two great divisions of the Christian 
church, though clothed in sackcloth, though 


shamefully sunk in wickedness, ignorance, 


and error, still continue to act the part of 
witnesses to the truth of the gospel, and the 
testimony of Jesus; as yet they preach the 
faith of Christ, though mixed with errors; 


they still preserve the sacred scriptures, 
without any manifest corruption in the es- 


sential points revealed by God; and still re- 


rain 
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„ 
tain the power intrusted by Christ to his 
apostles, a power not placed in their hands 
as a temporal weapon, but proceeding out 


of their mouths.* Within this church, ex- 


tending through the whole Roman empire, 


which is the kingdom of the beast, Christ may 


still have a chosen flock, and doubtless many 
will find their way to him, even from the 


bosom of an idolatrous, sinful society; let 
these, then, be considered as the invisible 


church, the woman in the wilderness. 
Though the cry of Come out of her, my 
& people, was echoed through most parts 
of Europe in the sixteenth century, and to 
run from the communion of the Papists 


was accounted the one thing needful, yet 


our own church still boasted its not having 


broken the bond of unity. It claimed a 
power to reform itself, and that power it ex- 


ercised; and happy would it have been for 


the world, if other Protestant churches had 
followed its example: and if the churches of 
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„„ 
the Romish communion, instead of joining 
with the Pope, who drove us from them, 
had imitated us in a regular moderate refor- 
mation, such scenes of blood and fury 
would not then have been acted, to the dis- 


grace of the Christian religion, and of human Je 
nature itself. That cry was certainly prema- 


ture; its time should be the fall of Babylon, 
and her fall is to be preceded by the angel 
proclaiming the everlasting gospel; but more 


than two centuries have passed since, and 
yet no event has fallen out, that can with any 
propriety be called the preaching of an ever- 


lasting gospel to all that dwell on the earth. 
The beast still reigns; the kingdoms, into 
which his heads were divided, are much in 


the same state as at the time of the refor- 


mation; and Babylon still sits on the seven 
hills, making the nations drunk with the love 
of riches and pleasures.“ The writers of 


the church of Rome give an allegorical in- 
terpretation to all these things, and suppose 
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them to be all past and gone; they likewise 
plead for the purity of the church, against 
the supposal of the whole Christian world 1 
being under the power of Antichrist; but here 
I must beg, that the enquiry may be confined — 
| to the prophecy itself, and the apparent sense 
FED of the book, taken from a view of the whole, 
comparing the parts with each other. 
We ſind then, * that the outer court, though 
rejected, is still a part of the temple; that 
the scene of action takes in the kings from 
beyond Euphrates, as well as those that arise 
out of the seventh head of the Roman em- 
pPire; that the beast, f described in the thir- | 
BY teenth chapter, is the same as in the days 
| of Daniel; that his power, and that of his 
| substitute, is the power of the dragon, the 
[ | old serpent, called Satan; and yet we know, 
| that the seat of this Antichrist is in the very 
j temple of God.] The church, as preaching 
l the doctrine of faith in Christ, is a visible 
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| Chap. xi. 2. f Chap. xiii 2. f Daniel vii. a, 7. 
I Thes. ü. 2. witness, 
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witness, (as in the vision concerning outward 


things, called, by Mr. Mede, Prophetia prior, 
or Tata Imperii) but a witness that is clothed 
in sack-cloth, and liable to be killed. As 
united in charity and holiness of life, she 
subsists in the persecuted star-crowned wo- 
man and her seed, though concealed in the 


wilderness, and supported by miracle, (as in 


the vision called Prophetia posterior, or Fata 


Ecclesiæ;) but as the true spouse of Christ 
triumphant, arrayed in white, pure and un- 


spotted, she cannot appear till the coming 
of her Lord at the conclusion of all things. 
I hope I shall not be mis understood, as if 


J thought it indifferent what communion we 


are of, because I reckon the Greeks, Papists, 
&c. to be still of the church, and witnesses 


to the truth. I am a member of the Christian 
church, as established by Christ and his 


apostles; and I should think myself highly 
criminal, were I to embrace the errors of the 


church of Rome; but I do not know, that 
by excluding us from her communion she 


ceased 
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ceased to be a part of the church; nor do 
I think, as she does, that there must always 
be somewhere a visible society professing 
the faith without any mixture of erroneous 
doctrine; at least things do not seem to be 80 
represented in this book. The star- crowned 
woman, though nourished by God, is con- 
cealed in the wilderness, and still within the 
kingdom of the beast; for in the same wil- 
derness it is, that the woman in scarlet is seen 
sitting on him. From all which I think we 
may conclude, chat the church, as a society, 
is not secured by any promise from error 
or from sin; that the whole Christian world 
is the scene of action here spoken of, the 
| temple of God, in which Antichrist rules; 
and that the Roman empire is the wilderness 
in which the woman and her seed are mira- 
culously preserved, though persecuted by the 
dragon and the beast, within whose 9 8 
they still dwell, though in part concealed. . 

I am sensible that many will be offended at 


the ron, that the churn of Christ Should 
7: Over 


E @ ] 


ever be reduced so low, as to be considered 
under the emblem of witnesses slain, and lying 
unburied for the space of three days and a 


half, that is, three years and a half, according 
to the prophetic style. Where, it will be 
said, are the promises of protection, of con- 
tinuance through all ages, and of victory over 
all the powers of Satan? But let us examine 


these promises. The writers of the church 
of Rome, having once confined the promise 
of salvation, and the valid administration of 
the sacraments, to their own communion; 


have been zealous in magnifying the pro- 


mises made to the church; and theProtestants, 


as well as the Greek church, have applied 
to themselves the same supposed promises. 


But perhaps it may be time to examine these 


high pretensions; for the very circumstance 
of expecting too much will probably drive 
Such. as have not the love of truth into total 
apostacy. Such may one day be the case of 
those who depend upon seeing the church 


always visibly supported, and are convinced 


that 
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that the truth, free from any mixture of 


error, will always be taught, and the sacra- 
ments always rightly RR, in ome 


one communion. | | 
It would be well, if some able scripturist 


would carefully collect those passages where 
such promises are found; and, having compa- 


red them with each other, and considered the 


sense of antiquity concerning them, would 
give us a summary of what they may reason- 


ably be thought to contain. For example, 
the words of our Saviour, — Go ye, and 


* make disciples of all nations; “ And lo, 


« am with you always, even unto the end 


„ of the world.”* These words contain, 
certainly, a promise of ratifying the minis- 


terial acts of the apostles, and their successors, 


even to the end of the world; but do these 


words assert, that no mixture of error shall 
be taught to their disciples, or that those 
ministerial acts shall always be performed in 
a perfect irreprehensible manner? Does this 


— 


* Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. | scripture 
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scripture give us any distinct mark, whereby 
to know these ministers with whom Christ 


will be even to the end, except it be by their 


Succession derived from the apostles? Or does 


it determine the precise time called the end 
of the world? If the measures of the inner 


and outer courts commence from the time 


when the church became a visible established 
society, may not the end of those measures 


be a time when it shall again cease to be 


such a society, and yet Christ may continue 
with it, under a second, but shorter state of 


persecution, represented by the state of the 


witnesses lying three days and a half unburied? 


In that state they will still be what they were; 
the same witnesses that preached one thau- 
sand two hundred and sixty years are the 
same that lie unburied, and the same that 


revive and ascend up to heaven. So that 
the promise of continued protection, taken 


in the strictest sense, is not inconsistent with 


these witnesses, though dead, being still em- 
blems of the church of Christ. If the unity 
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of the church require a visible communion, 
her purity, which is every where as much 
insisted on, requires visible perfection both 
in doctrine and practice; a character which 
no church on earth dares take to itself. If, 
as the writers of the church of Rome pretend, 


the schism of the Greeks be to be dated from 


the day when the patriarch of Constantinople 
ordered the churches of the Latins to be 


shut up, will any rational person believe, that 


the numerous churches living under the pa- 
triarchs of the east, who had been till then 
a part of the one Christian church, were 80 
no more; but that not having taken part 
with the church of Rome, they ceased to be 
members of Christ, and partakers of Christ- 


ian communion? When, afterwards, in the 


Sixteenth century, a reformation was found 
necessary, (on account of errors, in which the 
reformers themselves confessed that they had 


been involved) those, who promoted it in our 

church, and who derived their authority from 

the church of Rome, corrupt as it was, 
g ; - >= . eamed 
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climed'n no new commission, and only asserted 
their right to reform themselves. If the 
sentence of Rome, in consequence of their 


so doing, were unjust, Rome has a grievous - 
charge to answer. But do we therefore sup- 
pose, that all the churches which ignorantly 
still adhered to her, were from that moment 
separated from Christ, and forfeited, for 
themselves and all the mistaken but well- 
meaning Christians now living in the bosom 


of that church, any advantages from the in- 


stituted means of grace? Shall we dare to 
pronounce such a sentence — No; let us 
leave them to Him who alone is their judge, 


and whose promises, if carefully examined, 
seem rather to belong to a sinful and suffer- 


ing church, witnessing in sackcloth, than to 
the spouse of Christ, pure and spotless, and 
arrayed in fine linen, the righteousness of 
saints. Should we attempt, as some have 
done, to trace up a society under lawful 


pastors, and professing the true faith of 


Christ, and 8 95 to the time of the apostles, 


through 
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Se the Wickliffites, Waldenses, &c. auch 


a church would be as unlike the witnesses in 
the first vision, as the church of Rome, loaded 
with riches and power, is to the woman in 


the wilderness. Should it please God, amidst 


the trials of the last days, to preserve a rem- 
nant, retaining the essentials of a church, 
and accounted worthy to suffer for the faith 


of Christ, though not unto death, happy 
would be the members of such a society! But | 
Ido not see that the existence of such a little 
unknown flock should hinder the Christian 
world, though subsisting in branches almost, 


if not wholly, unfruitful, yet bearing testi- 
mony to the truth of the Christian religion, 
and to the authenticity of the divine word, 
from being considered as the church of 


Christ, and its destruction as the death of the 


Christian religion, left in the state of an 


unburied corpse, but NYT of being called 


to life again. 
The beast is. 257 in as 1 


ee, and in some other places, to go 
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© into perdition;”* which remarkable ex- 
pression naturally carries our thoughts back 
to the epistle to the Thessalonians, f where 
St. Paul speaks of the man of sin, the son 
< of perdition, who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that 
is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth 
in the temple of God, shewing himself 
that he is God.” Of these things, the 
Apostle says, he had spoken; and that they 
knew what hindered his, that is, Antichrist's, 
being revealed. He adds, that the mystery 
of iniquity did already work; © Only he who 
& now letteth, will let, until he be taken out 
of the way; and then shall that Wicked be 
“revealed, whom the Lord (that is, Christ) 
% shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
„ and shall destroy with the brightness of 
ec his coming; even him whose coming is 
te after the working of Satan, with all power, 
and signs, and lying wonders.” He then 
goes on to describe the apostacy which will 
| al =» 
Chap. xvii. 1. ' + Thess. ii. 3. follow, 
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follow, and to exhort the brethren to stand 


fast in the truth. It is impossible not to 
observe the similar circumstances mentioned 


here by St. Paul, and in the book of the 
Revelations, as well as in that of Daniel. 
The blasphemous attempt against God, the 
victory of Christ at his coming, the power 
derived from Satan, the signs, the deceit 


prevailing over such as love not the truth, 


and the final end in perdition—are all here 


set down. The time of these events is even 
in some sort pointed out, for it is not to be 


immediately; it is to follow the removal of 
some hindrance, and it is to precede, and 


finally coincide with, the coming of Christ. 


We. can have no doubt, I think, that the 


. same events are meant by the Apostle, as in 
the Apocalypse; but if we are to take the 
expressions here in a literal sense, we shall 


be apt to suppose a particular person pointed 
out as the opposer or Antichrist, and so also 


nin him who letteth or preventeth his appear- 
ance; whereas St. John, who alone mentions 


Antichrist 
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Antichrist by name, seems in his epistles to 
speak of something not personal.“ © He is 
Antichrist that denieth the Father and the 
* Son;” which seems to suppose that name 
to belong to all opposers of Christ, to such 
as even then appeared within the church, 
though belonging particularly to some more 
public avowal of such false doctrine in times 
| then future. I shall not, therefore, enter 
into an enquiry, whether by Antichrist we 
are to understand a single person, or an An- 
tichristian power; the enquiry would be far 
beyond my skill, and it appears at present 
unnecessary. If a single person be meant, 
the other sense is not excluded; the spirit of 
Antichrist did and does work, and an anti- 
christian kingdom is the place where an 
antichristian ruler is most likely to appear, 
and yet still he will sit in the temple of God. 
An antichristian kingdom is as really op- 
posed to Christ, as an antichristian ruler; 
and our concern is, not to follow either, but 
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to be faithful to Christ, and serve under 
his banner, through every age and in every 


nation; and to cherish the love of truth, as 
well as the love of God and of our neigh- 
bour, that whenever the hour of trial shall 


come, we may stand fast; which God grant 
that we may be prepared to do! 
The preaching the everlasting gospel to 


the whole world probably relates to some 
event yet to come, and in all likelihood much 
more considerable than any thing which 
has yet happened; more considerable even 


than the Reformation, which of all past events 


seems most like the fulfilling of such a pro- 


phecy; or we may rather say, would have 


appeared so, if the rashness, pride; and folly 


of mankind had not defeated so good a work; 


a work to which Providence seemed to have 


led the way, had men been honest enough 


to have sought the truth of the gospel in the 

: spirit of the gospel. What this everlasting 
gospel is, it certainly behoves us to enquire; | 
more . because St. Paul has solemnly 
declared, | 


A I ene 


„ 
declared, that though an angel from Heaven 
should preach another gospel than that we 
have received, we must look upon him as 
accursed. | | 


I bere has been in all times a tradition, 
both amongst Christians and Jews, that be- 


fore the destruction of the world by fire 
(which the Jews expect as well as the hea- 


thens) there is a tradition, I say, supported 
by many passages in the Old as well as the 
New Testament, that the distressed, dispersed 
sons of Israel, shall be restored to their own 
land, and all nations be gathered to them. 
This the Jews suppose will be effected by 


their Messiah, coming as a temporal prince, 


with power, to make them rulers over the 
whole world. The Christians, on the other 
hand, expect the conversion of the Jews to 
Christianity, and Jesus, the Saviour of the 
world, to reign over all, as one fold under 
one shepherd. Mr. Mede“ proposes, with 
great modesty, a thought of his own, which 
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venture to enquire. 


i 70 1 


has seemed probable to many. This he takes 


from the words of St. Paul, speaking of 


himself in his conversion, as set forth for an 
example of the long-suffering and mercy of 


God, pointing out (as Mr. Mede thinks) a 
likelihood of some such miraculous appear- 


ance being granted to the Jews for their con- 


version also. As the long preservation of _ 


that people, dispersed through all nations, 


despised, hated, and oppressed, yet heaping 
up the treasures of this world, is a standing 


miracle; I am the more inclined to suppose 


that a further miraculous manifestation of 
power may make them the instrument of 
restoring primitive Christianity to the world, 
and of uniting all Christians in the belief and 

practice of the true gospel of Christ. Whe- 


ther the possessing Jerusalem again be to be 


taken literally, and they are really to be put 


in possession of the land of Canaan, or whe- 
ther the typical Canaan, and the New Jeru- 


salem, be the thing e e I shall not 


Men 
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Men are apt to run into two opposite 


extremes in reading the prophecies; some, 


taking every thing in a literal sense, talk of 
the commotions spoken of in the sixth chapter, 
as if they were to be so understood, and ask 


where the stars are to fall, as if the divine 


writer $hewed some ignorance in astronomy; 
whereas it is plain, by comparing that pas- 
sage with others of the same kind, that by 
the sun, moon, stars, rocks, &c. are meant 
kingdoms and states, rulers and potentates; 


for the time when these things are mentioned 


is the sixth seal, before the sounding of the 
trumpets, or the commencement of the one 
thousand two hundred and sixty years. They 
cannot, therefore, be understood of the end 
of the world, though they may be typical of 


it; the same expressions being used by our 


Saviour in St. Matthew's gospel.“ What- 
ever, therefore, they may mean as to time to 
come, they must be taken in a figurative 


sense as to time past; and we are no more to 
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think of real stars, than we do of a real beast 
with seven heads. Others, on the contrary, 
give an allegorical turn to every thing, and 


. will deny the end of the world as they do its 


having been created; the whole is to them 


only a moral fable. Time alone will sher 
how far any of the prophecies will be lite- 


rally fulfilled ;—but certainly the present state 


of the Jews, and their amazing preservation; 


their fitness, by their generaluse of language; 
their residence in all parts of the world, and 
their intercourse with each other, to disperse 


| the knowledge of truth, if once themselves 


were well instructed point out that people 
as an instrument which the divine power may, 
perhaps, make use of to revive the knowledge 

of truth: and yet rheir strange degeneracy 
and perverseness, and the wickedness of those 
Christians who ought to instruct them, is 
such, that it scarcely leaves any hope of their 
conversion by any thing less than a miracle. 
The Jews, therefore, being so considerable 


an object, on account of the prophecies con- 


cerning 


E 9] 


cerning them both in the Old and New Tes- 
tament, it would seem strange if they should 

have no share in the events of the times here 
spoken of, especially as it is plain they are 


not wholly excluded, for the one hundred 
and forty- four thousand sealed ones are taken 
from the twelve tribes of Israel; the twelve 


foundations, and the name of New Jerusalem, 


recall the same idea; all which circumstances, 
put together, must persuade us, that the 


conversion of the Jews ought to be found 
amongst the events recorded in the Apoca- 


lypse; and most probably it lies concealed 


under the peculiar circumstance of the angel 
proclaiming the everlasting gospel to the 
whole earth. Our Saviour says, © The 
„ pospel shall first be preached to all the 

c world for a witness unto all nations, and 
ce then shall the end come;”* connecting, it 
Should seem, these two events with each other. 


St. Paul seems also to allude to the same 
event, when he says, Though we, or an 
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ee angel from heaven, preach any other $0S- 


e pel, let him be anathema;”* supposing 


some might make use of such a pretence to 


spread false doctrine. If the two witnesses 


preaching in sack- cloth one thousand two. 


hundred and sixty years are, as I have ven- 
tured to suppose, the two churches of the 
East and West, still preserving the sacred 
deposit of truth, however mixed with error, 


the power of administering the sacraments, 


notwithstanding the unworthiness of the mi- 


nister, and the word of truth contained in 


the scriptures, though often misapplied 3. if 
these, I say, are the witnesses, their death 
will probably be the seeming destruction of 
the whole Christian economy, an event which 


would doubtless occasion great joy to un- 


believers; and then their revival will coincide 
with the preaching of the angel, and will 


Seem to be the same thing, viz. the conver- 
sion of the Jews, and the revival of the 


Christian faith. 
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Mr. Johnson has observed, that if the 


Christian ministry should once be abolished, 


no power on earth could renew it. He that 
stands in the place of God, and pretends to 
act in his name, must be sure that he derives 
his commission from Christ; who alone could 
give such a power, and did in fact give it to 
his apostles, and command them to appoint 


others, through all ages, promising * to be 
* with them even to the end of the world; 


from which text, compared with other scrip- 
tures, the opinion has prevailed through all 


ages, that an outward appointment, not an 


inward call only, is required. If, therefore, 
he who transacts the covenant in baptism, 
and acts in the name of the supreme Law- 
Giver, must derive his authority for so doing 


from Christ and his apostles; should that 


successive power once be abolished, it would 
require (says that excellent writer) a mira- 


culous interposition to restore it again; for 


who could stand up and take to himself such 


authority, when our Saviour himself, as the 
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5 zcripture tells us, was called of God, as was 


Aaron.“ Ss 

It is well known, that the encroachments 
of the bishops of Rome have tended to de- 
grade. that ministry which themselves call 
sacred; and it is too apparent, that the ill- 
conduct of many of the clergy in all churches 
has made their ministry contemptible; it is 


plain, also, that the ceremonies of religion are 
disregarded, and the truths of the gospel 
confounded with the errors of superstition. 


May not, then, a time come, when the priest- 


| hood being set aside, the outward frame of 
the Christian church overturned, and wick- _ 


edness triumphant ; all, whether Papists or 


Protestants, 'Greeks or Mahometans, may 


unite under the pretended banner of reason, 


falsely so called, and require all men to blas- 
pheme, that is, to deny that worthy name by 
which we are called, or at least to abstain 


from such petitions, as the churches of Bri- 
tain, and other Christian churches, address to 


1 
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Christ as God, which to them must appear 
idolatrous? And could any thing but a mi- 
racle revive the church from such a state, 
and restore the faith and worship, set forth 

in this book as the true worship of God 
through Christ? Former times would have 
heard with astonishment of such a supposal; 
but when we already see the divinity of 
Christ considered as a matter of mere specu- | 
lation, and the knowledge of Christ set aside 
in the instruction of children and ignorant 
persons, because they cannot understand the 
absurd distinctions of metaphysics; can we 
suppose, that Christians thus uninstructed 
will be stedfast in their faith, and ready to 
lay down their lives, or suffer torments, as 

the first Christians did, only that they may 
not deny a doctrine which they are taught to 
regard as 2 matter of indifference? Will 

they, who never took up the cross of Christ, 
but have spent their lives in pleasure or the 
pursuit of gain, or have united both in one, 

will these forsake father and mother, and all 
; that 


1 
> : 
* e 
* BY * 
e 


4 £0 
rr * r 
eee eee 


2 


Nn 


75 1 


that they have, to follow a suffering Saviour 


into deserts or to prison? No. Such persons 


suppose themselves to be Christians, but in 
times of temptation fall away. Error is like 


a thick cloud at a distance, on the top of a 


hill; we look upon it with a kind of horror; 


but the more we approach, the less we are 


afraid of it; we grow familiarized by de- 


grees, and when insensibly we are got into 


the midst of it, we think it nothing but a 


mist, which we may go through without dan- 


ger, though its pernicious damps are all the 
while affecting our very vitals. Christians 
who live as we do, grow strangers to the 


doctrine of the cross, and will scarcely bear 


to read of the times of persecution; yet such 


once more may be the case, such may be 
their trials. The religion of Deists, or of 
Socinians, is represented at present as the 
friend of freedom, as benevolence itself; but 


see it once armed with power, and the church 
of England will then probably be charged 
with idolatry; the worship of Christ will be 


as 
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as much ridiculed as that of saints, and her 
ceremonies equally detested with those of the 


church of Rome; while weak Christians, 
grown familiar with the latter by frequenting 
the churches abroad, will not know how to 


distinguish between the one and the other; 


and the Papists themselves, at the same time, 
seeing the absurdity of their favourite doc- 


trines, will probably give up all at once, and 
meet their former persecutors, and those 
whom they used to persecute, in the wide 
plain of infidelity. 


When we talk of the conversion of „ 
Jews as an event which must precede the 
coming of Christ, we are astonished to think 


how that coming should be as a thief in the 
night. So striking an event, one should 
think, should surprise the whole world, and 


the signs of the times be so evident that all 
must consider them. But let us place our- 


gselves in a situation which possibly may be- 
come that of the whole world im some degree, 
and see what would be the consequence. Let 
e us 
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us suppose all the ceremonies of our church 
abolished as superstitious; all creeds, canons, 
and articles, set aside as a restraint upon 


freedom; the pretended oppression of tithes 
wholly removed; bishopricks and deaneries 
thrown in to pay the national debt; and the 


episcopal office abolished, to prevent the too 
great influence of the crown. Then, when 


. preachers, supported by voluntary contribu- 


tions, are set up instead; let these display 
their oratory now and then, to set forth a 
Supreme Being unconcerned in the affairs of 


this world, and a necessary chain of events 


determining the fate of every man; let them 
still preach up the morality of Confucius, of 
Mahomet, and even of Jesus Christ; while 
the scriptures of the Old Testament, being 

ridiculed or forgotten, and those of the New 
explained as every one shall choose, all pri- 
mitive Christians, and our first reformers, 


8 being voted useless and impertinent, all men 
will be set free from every thing but negative 
5 6 Should this be one ” the 
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state of our own, and of other Protestant 


churches, the church of Rome being at the 
same time as described above, and the Eastern 


churches sunk, if possible, into greater igno- 
rance; then should Christ our Saviour, at 
such a time of apostacy and error, manifest 
himself in a miraculous manner to the whole 
Jewish nation dispersed through the world, 


and so touch their hearts, that a majority of 
them should become preachers of true ge- 
nuine Christianity, what would be the con- 


sequence? The same, probably, as at our 


Saviour's first coming; those who then wished 
for a Redeemer to save them from their sins, 


and were prepared by a virtuous life to fol- 


| low him through all distresses, searched the 
scriptures and were baptized; the Pharisees 


rejected him, because his doctrine was not 
such as they were accustomed to teach, and 
because his life was contrary to theirs; and 


the Romans looked on with indifference, till 
interest prompted them to join in the cry of 
destruction. Just such would probably be 
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the case again. The patient, humble „n 


of God, from all parts of Christianity, would 


lift up their heads, hoping that their redemp- 
tion was drawing near; the rulers of the 


different sects would probably try the doc- 


trine preached to them, not by the word of 
truth, but according to their own particular 
prejudices, and therefore would reject it; the 


' generality of mankind, eager in their own 
beloved pursuits, would look on with indiffe- 


rence, and hever enquire into the truth of the 
things related, but cry, there is nothing that 


enthusiasm will not believe; while philoso- 
| hers, like: the companions of St. Paul at his 


conversion, seeing a light and hearing a 
sound, but seeing no man and not hearing 


the words of him that spake, would be 


amazed at so unusual a phenomenon; but in- 


stead of considering its consequences, their 
whole attention would be employed in ex- 
pPlaining the natural causes of it, and convin- 
ding mankind of the folly of the Jews, in ima- 
gining Providence had interposed in behalf 


of -- 
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of a nation so despised and so contemptible. 


Were the Jews even at this time, as things 
now are, to become, by a call from Heaven, 
worshippers of Christ, it would amaze us; 
but would it do much more? Would a mas- 

querade be put off, or any assembly for 


pleasure be laid aside? Would business in 
the Exchange be tuought less important, or 


gaming in private be at an end? No, cer- 
tainly; the more examples there are of false 


Christs and false prophets, the less will men 


be inclined to believe the true; the more en- 
khusiasm has prevailed, che more will be the 
cry against reformation; and the oftener men 
have attempted to know the times, and gues- 


sed wrong, the more they will think them- 


selves justified in neglecting real warnings. 


Thus far I have gone, following Mr. Medes 
dea, which, however, he proposes with great 

_  -diffidence as a thought of his own, on which 
he does not wish any one to build. I have 
enlarged upon it here, but under the same 


| mes at . same time I beg leave to 


observe, 
2 


5 
observe, that the setting aside Mr. Mede's 
notion of a miraculous call does not inva- 
lidate the prophecies concerning the conver- 


nor the supposal that this event may be fore- 


told in the Revelations, and be signified by 
the preaching of the everlasting gospel. 


Without considering the manner of the Jews 
conversion, we may say, with regard to the 
subject now before us, that it is probable at 
least that what is said of the preaching of 


sion of the Jews before the end of all things, 


the everlasting gospel is to be understood of 


such a conversion; and that the words of our 


Saviour, * The gospel must first be preached, 


« and then the end shall come,“ are to be 
understood of the same event. 

And now at last we are arrived at that glo- 
rious scene, supposed to occupy the seventh 


thousand years, or sabbath of rest, and com- 
monly called the Millenium; which Mr. 
Mede seems, I think, to understand of a new 
and more glorious state of the church as yet 
on earth, into which he admits the saints of 

| ö „„ the 
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the first resurrection, and the sealed ones at- 
tending on Christ; and this kingdom of the 


saints, the seat of which he places in the 
Holy-Land, he considers as the great day, 


the day of judgment. At the conclusion of 


these thousand years, after the attempt of 
Gog, led on by Satan, he seems to place the 
general conflagration; during the which he 
supposes the saints shall be 

the Lord in the air coming . the final judg- 
ment, wherein sentence shall be pronounced. 


I have endeavoured, in this short account, 


to explain to the unlearned, (for I pretend 


only to speak to such) what I take to be Mr. 


Mede's ideas of the Millenium and the day 


of judgment. I am far from supporting as 
truth what he modestly gives as conjecture 


only; much less would J pretend to defend 
any guesses of my own. The only thing I 
aim at is to gather practical knowledge for 
myself and others; and if they can reap this 
advantage from what I have written, let the 
rest be set aside, whenever any person more 
% 8 
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capable of the task shall correct my mistakes, 


and give a more satisfactory account. 
Though the fall of man was certainly fore- 


seen, with regard to the divine prescience of 
God, yet it is always spoken of in scripture 


as the consequence of man's freedom of will. 


Created in innocence, life and death set be- 


fore him, having dominion over all creatures, 


and power over his own appetites and incli- 
nations, he might certainly have resisted the 
temptation of thꝭ serpent; therefore his fall, 
by the preference of his own will to that of 


his Creator, was highly criminal; and he 


justly forfeited the promises of super- natural 
happiness, which himself and his posterity 


would, by the free mercy of God, have en- 
joyed, when fitted for that enjoyment by the 


practice of holiness and obedience in that 
happy state of trial appointed for them here 
below. It has been thought, both by Jews 


and Christians, chat this their state of trial, 


being in no way so severe as it now is, would 
have been extended much longer, even to a 
py thousand 


"FE: 8 1] 
thousand years. That space of time, which 
was even after the fall allowed to the first 
generations of men, almost to its full extent, 
was perhaps thus granted to them in order to 
their settling things for themselves by de- 
grees, still under the conduct of Divine Wis- 
dom, so as to make their ſojourning here a 
state of comfort and improvement, though 
far inferior to the Paradise they had lost. 


This second gracious plan being destroyed 


by the perverseness of mankind, the deluge 
ensued; and its consequences, perhaps by 


natural causes, reduced the life of man to 
threescore years and ten, and probably re- 


trenched those means of improving their pre- 
sent habitation, which man had enjoyed, and 


so shamefully abused. Since this change, 
which began at the deluge, but was gradually 
brought on, the whole creation,” as St. 
Paul informs us, groaneth and travaileth ; 


< in pain together; because the creature was 


6 thus made subject to vanity, not willingly, . 
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E but byre reason * him that hath -ubjefted the 


same, in hope that the creature (the crea- 


< tion itself) shall be delivered, and admitted 


into the glorious liberty of the children of 


* God.” In consequence of these opinions, 
founded on several texts of scripture, was 


built the traditional account of a world where 


Paradise should be restored, where Christ 
should reign in peace and righteousness, in 
which the age at first allotted to man should 
be completed; in which the wisdom and good- 


ness of God, set forth in the creation, should 
be justified by experience; and men should 
learn to understand and reverence the ways 


of God, should see and condemn their own 
follies, and be fitted by uninterrupted obe- 
dience, and by sincere love of God and their 
fellow · creatures, for that happiness in heaven, 


which Christ has purchased for then, © and has 


taught them how to obtain. 
It is not supposed that this should be a 
state of trial; that is considered as already 


5 past; ; but it may be a state of i improvement. 


[ 89 J 


| Here the martyrs, soon called from the state 
of trial, may be indulged in the happiness of 


shewing, by their actions, their love for Him 
for whom they laid down their lives; here 
the modest, humble Christian, whose low 
station in life confined his unbounded love 
towards his fellow- creatures, and his zeal for 


the glory of God, to the little circumstances 


of domestic life, may convince mankind how 
much the good of the whole is owing to the 
private virtues, meekness, humility, and sub- 
mission to the Divine will. It may, per- 
haps, here be seen, how great a proportion 


of happiness man, even in his fallen state, 
might have enjoyed, if he would have fol- 


lowed the direction of Divine Wisdom. Such 


a state as this was not, however, supposed 


to be a Mahomedan Paradise. They nei- 
ther marry nor are given in marriage,” says 
our Saviour to the Sadducees, (who probably 


enquired concerning this very state, accord- 


ing to the traditions of their fathers) * but 
they are as the angels of God.“ 
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Mr. Mede seems to make a distinction be- 
tween this Paradisaical state of those who shall 
have a share in the first resurrection, and the 
saints living on in the world, in subjection 
to this kingdom of Christ, but in a state of 
trial. He even supposes, if I understand 
him clearly, that the state of these men made 
perfect shall be so far unknown to the ene- 
mies of Christ's kingdom, as to leave them a 
freedom of choice, to listen or not to the 
suggestions of Satan, when again let loose 
to deceive; and to le him freely to fight 
against it, 
I would not be W as if I 
looked upon the scene I have here set forth as 
a true picture; far be it from me to set an ex- 
ample to any of consecrating their own ima- 
ginations. I am only shewing the old received 
traditions in such a light, as may, I think, 
justify their having been so universally be- 
lieved. Let us look round and consider the 
state of this globe, committed to the sons of 
Adam to cultivate and improve; how vast a 
ene 


proportion of the lands lie wholly waste and 


desolate for want of inhabitants, or because 
those inhabitants, wild and savage for want 
of instruction, seem to exist only to shew 
how dreadfully human nature may be de- 
graded! How little use is made of the ocean 
in comparison of what might be; how small 
a part of its products are made useful to man- 
kind, for want of friendly agreement to assist 


each other in the disposal of them! The 


free commodious intercourse by navigation, 


which ought to have conveyed plenty, know- 
ledge, and happiness, to all parts, has, on the 


contrary, occasioned the destruction of mil- 
lions and millions of the human species, de- 
populated vast tracts of land, and introduced 


vice, sickness, and misery, even where the 


knowledge of arts and manufactures seem to 
convey pleasure and improvement. How 
much of the globe remains unknown, even 
in this inquisitive age! How greatly is our 
progress retarded for want of universal lan- 


guage! How slow are our improvements in 


science, 


: $ ; 
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science, from the shortness of life, and want 


of unanimity in our proceedings! Let the 


botanist say how many plants there are yet 

unnoticed. Let the naturalist confess how | 
little he knows even of the surface of the 
earth. Let the mechanic judge, by the pow- 
ers already discovered, what mighty works 
may one day be produced. -Let the expe- 
rimental philosopher consider the wonders of 
electricity, so lately attended to, and say, 
whether we can yet pretend to know even 
the first principles of philosophy. Astro- 
nomy, chronology, physics, sciences all, how 
imperfet. Even the wonders of chemistry 
only tempt us with a vast scene of possi- 
bilities; and though they furnish us with 
many useful helps, provide us also many 


means of destruction. Our boasted improve- 


ments in arts and manufactures are scarcely 


felt but by the wants of those who cannot 


enjoy their share of the conveniences they 
afford. How many thousand wretches are 
sold to endless slavery in most parts of the 

N : World! 
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world! And how many, even in the polite 


parts of Europe, are as truly slaves to po- 
verty, and wear out a miserable life toiling 
in mines to gain a bare subsistence, and to 
furnish their fellow- creatures with the means 
of indulging vice and luxury, and of making 


themselves as miserable by unruly passions 


and torturing diseases, as the others are by 
their wants! And can any man really sup- 
pose that such was the primary intention of 
Divine Wisdom in creating this amazing world? 


Or can we wonder at those who imagine a 


time may come, when the ways of God may 
be justified before all mankind, by their see- 
ing what this globe might be, under the con- 


duct of that Wisdom by which it was created? 


Let us look round on the blessings we still 


possess, and consider what a debt of gratitude 


is left unpaid, what means of happiness left 
unenjoyed. And shall these things never 
be set in a better light? Shall such imperfect 
creatures as we are, pass at once to a state to- 


tally different, to the highest bliss, —and all 


the wonders of creation be lost in oblivion? 
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| The generality of men suppose they are 


to be happy in another world, merely because 


they are'not $0 in this. God is good; he 
made them to be happy; and they suppose 
they shall be so at last, without any efforts 
of their own. But do they seriously con- 
sider, that they are in a world, full of trouble 
and misery indeed, but in which they enjoy 


many blessings which they have done nothing 
to deserve; that they and all men must bear 


the allotted proportion of want, or pain, or 
sorrow, and go hence, after a short life, they 


know not whither? Can they think, that if 


man could be happy, independently of the 


use he makes of his freedom, independently 


of his improvements in a state of trial, a wise 
and good God would have placed him Here? 
Yet here we are. Can any thing account for 


this, but the necessity of a state of trial, of a 


gradual state of improvement? Could I doubt 
of my own existence, I would; for reason 


furnishes me with no arguments to prove, 


that cc there must vs somewhere, such a 
thing 
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* thing as man.“ But as I know, beyond a 
doubt, that I exist, and that some superior 
Being exists, by whom and for whom I am, 
my duty is to enquire for what intent I was 
sent here; and my interest prompts me to 
seek the continuance and the happiness of 
that existence which I am conscious I possess. 
I have been told, that a Being of infinite 
wisdom and goodness made me, and placed 
me here in a state of trial, intending for me 


à future state of happiness. I do not en- 


quire, whether things are thus merely from 
the will of -my Creator, or because freedom 
of will, and conformity to essential truth and 
wisdom are necessary to produce happiness; 
my duty is the same in either case; viz. to 
learn the will of Him that made me, and 


endeavour to fit myself for the enjoyment of 


that happiness which I wish to attain. | 
I am, perhaps, wandering too far from 
my subject; but all T meant to shew is, that 


if freedom of choice, a knowledge of good 
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and evil, and habits of virtue, are essential 

to happiness, it is no wonder that some men 
should think of an intermediate state, partly 

in the other world and partly in this, to 
supply what is wanting here, towards train- 
ing us up for that happiness for which we 
were created. If the chief employment in 
this kingdom of Christ on earth will be to 
justify the ways of God to man, and shew 
how, in every respect, the blessings he be- 
stows have been neglected or abused, and 
his gracious offers of merey despised and set 
at nought, this state of things may well be 
called a day of judgment. We are not told 
with what faculties those will be endued, who 
shall be admitted to sit on thrones with Christ; 
but we are most certainly informed, that the 
secrets of all hearts shall be revealed, and 
that we shall give account of our own works. 
It is not fully declared, either in this book, 
or in any other part of scripture, who are 
to be concerned in this great scene of action, 
who to sit in judgment, who to appear as 
th ” f criminals. 


LR] 
criminals. When our Saviour says to his 
apostles, Ye also shall sit on thrones,” it 
is certainly to be understood, © if ye continue 
in my word,” as he says in another place. 
When St. Paul says, © Know ye not that 
we shall judge angels,” he certainly un- 
derstands it of assured hope, not of absolute 


certainty; because he speaks in another place 
of the possibility of being himself “ a cast- 
c away.” The same Apostle says, The 
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we 
< which are alive and remain,” (that is, such 


as at Christ's coming shall be found true dis- 
ciples, professing the faith, as St. Paul and 
the Thessalonians did) „shall be caught up 


together with them to meet the Lord in 


* the air, and so shall we ever be with the 


Lord. Those that follow the Lamb 
wherever he goeth, whosoever we suppose 


them to be, must also, I should imagine, be 
reckoned as here present, and to have a 
share in the first resurrection. It may still, 
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has be made a question, 1 iy 
the dead in Christ, of whom St. Paul speaks, 


are meant all Christians, or only those who 


have suffered for the testimony of Jesus. 
Some commentators have understood it of 
the martyrs only; but the account in the 


Revelations“ mentions not only such as were 


beheaded, but also such as had not wor- 
shipped the beast and his image; which seems 
to concern later times, and perhaps may take 
in all the faithful over whom the second death 


will have no power; though it does not fol- 
low that all these are to sit as judges, for 


on the contrary they must themselves be 


judged, though they may afterwards partake 


of Christ's kingdom, and reign with him at 
-Some time within the thousand years. If this 
be so, the dead which rise not till the thou. 
sand years are ended, will be chiefly such as 


have not known Christ; who possibly may 


then undergo a trial by the deceit of Satan 


when wt loose; but these. 8 are, I * 


C99 2 
pose, beyond our power to earch out. It 
is enough for us to know that all must be 
tried, all must appear before the judgment-/ 
seat of Christ, even those who shall sit with 
Him on his throne; for to Him © every knee 
ce shall bow, of things in Heaven, and things 
<« on earth, and things under the earth; and 
& every tongue shall confess to God.“ Whe- 
ther we understand these things or not, the 
practical instruction is the same, viz. to pre- 
| pare for the judgment of Christ, and to trust 
to his mercy alone to preserve us from me | 
second death. | op = 
Wherever this judgment! is spoken of, it is 
in some sort according to our ideas of an 
earthly tribunal; the throne, the judges, the 
charge, the sentence, and the execution which 
is to follow that sentence, are all set down; 
but in some respects there is a remarkable 
difference. No witnesses are called, no 
proofs are alledged. Satan, in some places, 
is indeed mentioned as the accuser; but every 
man's conscience seems to be the witness. | 
| N The 


„„ 


The books are said to be opened, the proofs 
are supposed to be upon record; by these 
every one must stand or fall for the process 
is supposed to be already over, and nothing 
remains but to pronounce sentence. The 
charge is brought against every one, and a 
reason asked why sentence should not pass, 
to which the conscience of every one must 
find an answer, or plead a pardon; for which 
purpose the book of life (called in Daniel 
another book,” to distinguish it from the 
books, which are many) seems to be pro- 
vided; in which happy are they whose names 
are found written, and not blotted out. 
The writers of the church of Rome sup- 
pose such a trial to be particular to each 
one, and the sentence to be already put in 
execution at the death of every man. But 
surely this notion, though sometimes taken 
up by Protestants from the church of Rome, 
does not agree with the opinions of the pri- 
mitive church, nor with the scriptures, which 
speak of the day of judgment, and the trial 
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of mankind, as events reserved for the latter 
times; and the state of departed spirits to be 


till then unknown, their place being there- 
fore by the Jews called Hades, that is, a place 


concealed or hidden. Thus, then, the first 
and second resurrection will appear to be 


£ parts of one and the same transaction; the 
day of trial ending with the day of judgment, 
when sentence is to be pronounced accord 


ing to the things written in the books. 
Before I proceed to the glorious conclu- 


sion of the vision, I will endeavour to collect 


the practical instruction which may be learnt 
from the book before us; for the labours of 
former writers in several ages, the ingenious 
commentaries of learned men from all nations, 


5 and my own feeble endeavours, are all to no 
purpose, if the imagination only be to be 


amused, or historical truths only cleared up. 
The great, 'the important work remains— 


which is, the applying to ourselves the doc- 


rrines here taught; that learning how to wor- 


py to reverence, and to love the great 


Creator 
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Cizarar of * universe, and for his sake t to 


love our neighbour as ourselves, we may escape 
unhurt through those trials so pathetically 


described, and obtain that happiness which 


eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, and which 
no similitude, however Sdblime, can make us 


comprehend. The understanding must, in- 


deed, first be informed, but the heart alone 
can say, even so, come Lord Jesus.“ 
Several duties and doctrines leading to 
practice may be learnt from a general view 
of this book, before we examine each vision 


by itself; and that which must immediately 


strike us, is the example of meekness, pa- 
tience, and humble submission to the will of 
God, so finely expressed in the character of 
the Lamb, and of those who are his. They 
are warned of the dangers they are to en- 
counter, and called upon, from the very be- 


ginning of these visions, patiently to endure 
the sufferings whereby their faith is to be 


tried. © The time is at hand,” says the 


Apostle, or rather the Divine Author speak- 


ing 
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ing by his mouth; and so it was; for che 
persecution already raged through the whole 
Roman empire; and the fiery trial, to which 
Christians were to be more and more exposed, 
made the exhortations of the first vision ex- 
tremely needful. The instructions of this 
Divine revelation, the example of our blessed 


Saviour, the lives and doctrines of the pri- 


mitive Christians, all breathe a spirit very 


opposite to that of our modern enthusiasts. 


There is not a word through this whole book 
that encourages cruelty, or can warrant the 
taking up arms against lawful rulers, even in 
defence of the faith. The sword of the 
great leader of the army of God is repre- 
sented as coming out of his month, not 
placed in his hand as an instrument of ven- 
geance; and the same may be observed with 
regard to his two witnesses. : 
When he appears as Michael, that i is, the 
similitude of God, leading his angels to bat- 

tle, the war is against Satan and- his angels, 
not . men, e his instruments. 
x 6 They | : 
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They overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, 


e and they loved not their lives unto the 
e death; which shews, that all the victories 
obtained are by suffering, not by taking up 
arms. The souls under the altar are repre- 
sented, indeed, as calling for vengeance ; but 

it is well known they sought it not while on 


earth, and were expressly forbid any such 


-* 


thought; so that we may be sure, that no 
more is meant by this than by the blood of 


Abel, which is said to cry unto God from the 


earth. The servants of God are sealed, to 
shew what master they serve, and to secure 
them from destruction; but no power is put 
into their hands, even for self-defence; the 


victory is won by patience, by faith, hope, 


and charity, by the testimony of Jesus, and 


the power of Christ. When the vintage is 


— . — — 
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gathered, and the wine- press is trodden, it is 
by Christ, alone, as says the prophet Isaiah.“ 


- When the servants of God are warned to 


\ 
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come out of Babylon, to avoid partaking of 


her punishment, no power is given them to 
join in the execution of judgment ; on the 
_ contrary, her destruction is plainly said to be 


by those who first supported her in her ty- 
ranny;“ so that what is said, © Reward her 


as she rewarded you,“ must not be con- 
sidered as a command given to the servants 
of God to be the executors of divine ven- 


geance, they being no longer in the scene of 


action; but these words are to be taken as a 
prophetical declaration, like that in Daniel, 
Hew down the tree yet leave the root;“ 
which turn of speech is frequent in scripture, 
expressing as a command what is only a 
prophecy. Wherever through this book 
judgment is said to be executed, it is either 


by the hands of wicked men, or by God 


himself, or by Christ and his ministers in a 
miraculous manner; so that there is not the 


least pretence for any to take the sword, or 


assume a character of severity and strict jus- 


by 


* See chap. xvii. 13, 16. f Chap. xvii. 6. - tice, 
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tice, which belongs not to sinful creatures. 
We shall judge angels, says St. Paul of him- 
self, and of those that, like him, were to lay 


down their lives for the testimony of Jesus; 


but all judgment is committed to the Son; to 
Him, who knew when on earth, and will 
know when on his throne, what was and 
is in man; so that his assessors, having no 
such knowledge, cannot pronounce sentence 
themselves, but only bear witness to the 
equity of that sentence which the Righteous 
Judge shall pronounce. Some plead, in de- 
fence of che violences committed on account 
of religion, examples from the Old Testa- 
ment; but these, if carefully examined, will | 
-warrant no such conclusion. Shall the spirit 
of meekness, charity, patience, and humility, 
so frequently inculcated through the Old as 
well as the New Testament, and so fully 
exemplified in the life of our blessed Saviour, 
be set aside at once, because Elias, in the 
book of Kings, and the two witnesses in the 
Revelations, are allowed (by the power of 
C 


£ 


* 107 ] 
God, not their own power) to bring down 
fire from Heaven? And shall we take the 
| sword unauthorised to revenge ourselves, 
because, in a parable or vision, the saints are 
said to rejoice in the vengeance executed by 
God himself? Far be from Christians such a 
perverse interpretation of the word of God! 
No; let us consider with admiration the 
harmony, the peace, and joy, of the blessed 
inhabitants of Heaven, and of the New Jeru- 
salem, and endeavour to promote the same 
lovely dispositions here below, that we may 
fit ourselves to be with Christ one day in 
happiness; and let us leave the rest to God, 
to Him that is perfect in knowledge, and 
whose mercies are infinite. According to the 


notions of some rash enquirers, all created 


beings are destined to a degree of happiness 
greatly superior to the state in which they 
<« are, or were created; others, both Pa- 
pists and Protestants, with, I think, as little 
warrant, confine salvation to themselves alone; 
Py I aa 90 FRONT than they ought. 
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When the Son of God, as Judge of the world, 
shall come to vindicate the divine attributes 


both of justice and 'mercy, may. we not 
suppose He will justly reproach those who 


have thus set him forth as a rigorous, austere 


master? But may He not, on the other hand, 
as justly reprove those who, under such a 


pretence of benevolence, have dared to ar- 
raign his conduct, and to correct his word; 


nay, even to reject it; who will not trust 
Infinite Goodness with the disposal of those 
creatures which owe every moment of their 


existence to his good pleasure, unless He will 
inform them that every thing is to be accord- 


ing to their philosophy? The book of the 
Revelations teaches us to act in a very differ- 
ent manner from these men without rashly 


pronouncing as to the mercy, or justice of 


Almighty God, we learn to fear and to love 


him; it sets forth the wisdom and goodness 


of our Creator, the meekness and tender love 
of the Lamb slain, in the most beautiful and 


affecting 8 but it sets before us also 


that 


E 

that Lamb in his character of Judge, with 
strong expressions of his heavy wrath; and 
it speaks of the justice, truth, purity, and 
equity of his judgment, as being irresistible; 
so that whilst we know thereby the power of 


his arm, and learn to fear Him that can de- 


stroy both soul and body in hell, it teaches 
us to love him with the most tender affection, 
to reverence him with the deepest sense of 
gratitude, and joyfully to embrace every oc- 
casion of expressing by our actions, or by 
suffering for his sake, how highly we value 
the privilege of being called by his name. 


Another virtue taught us by a general 


view of the things contained in this book is 
vigilance. We are apt to consider this re- 


velation as an account of things to happen 


sometime or other, towards the end of the 

world, but which concern not us. This is 
the way in which most men consider these 
things; and therefore, if they read these 
prophecies at all, it is with the utmost un- 


concern and inattention; but such men are 
7 | = ee, 
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85 surely very much mistaken. The bn 
takes in all times from the birth of that Child, 


who, under different similitudes, is the great 


object here set before us; it gives an account 


of events happening i in succession, occupying 
a long course of years, but all concurring to 

one great end, the triumph of the Messiah ; 
and, as the consequence of that, to the final 


recompence of the wicked and the just, after 


a state of trial, in which all must have a share. 
We are warned of the coming of Christ as 
a thief in the night; and as the precise time 
was never told, and yet all ages have seen 


some or other of the events preparatory to 
his coming, all have been, and are, strictly 


required to © watch; and © so much the 
* more, as we see the day approaching.“ 
Consider the state of the Christian church 
before the edict of Dioclesian, when they had 
begun to taste the sweets of quiet and repose; 


consider the state of the Roman empire be- 
fore the Northern nations began to settle 
themselves in it as conquerors; consider our 


C n 

own island at different periods, before its 
subjection to the Romans, the Saxons, Danes, 
and Normans; consider the amazement of the 
Americans, when the Europeans landed on 
their coasts; the state of the East and Africa, 
when overwhelmed by the Mahometan power. 
What has happened to others, may happen 
to us, however secure we may think our- 
selves. Consider the state of the Protestant 


church when Mary came to the throne; and 
that of all England at the Great Rebellion. 


We are sometimes too apt to frighten our- 


selves with needless terrors, and yet are ever 
wanting in true Christian vigilance, which is 


always on the watch, but always calm and 


serene; ever joined with true Christian for- 
titude, with hope and confidence in Him who 
is able to save those who trust in him. We 


know not precisely in what point of these 
prophecies we are placed; but we know 


some part of the vision is even now accom- 


plishing. A trial we must undergo, and we 


know not how severe; the mark of the beast, 


his 
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his nave; his aber, his 8 we must 
disown; it concerns us, as well as those that 


shall be in the very last times, to avoid the 


infection as far as possible. And the less 


we know how to distinguish it from other 
Sins, the more watchful should we be to avoid 


all sin. The first Christians, who guarded 
only against danger from persecution, found 


themselves destroyed by prosperity; and we 


who are sunk in indolence, may one day be 


roused by adversity. May we be found pre- 
pared and ready at a moment! 
Next to this meek and humble spirit, to. 


' this fear and watchfulness, nothing is so fre- 


quently inculcated through the whole book 


of the Revelations as patience, courage, and 


steady perseverance; nothing is so continu- 
ally set before our eyes as persecution even 
unto death. The example of the first martyrs, 


the sufferings of our blessed Saviour, are 
mentioned to encourage us; not as subjects 


of sorrow, but of triumph. We must be 


sunk into the lowest state of insensibility, 


5 not 


E i 
not to be in some degree animated by the 
noble army of martyrs, and by the love of 
Him who first loved us, and washed us 
ce from our sins in his own blood.“ But 
still our affections remain cold, so long as we 
consider ourselves, which we are apt to do, 
as in a state of security, and think those se- 
vere trials here spoken of are already past, 
dor are not yet to come; our courage, as well 
as our vigilance, is too apt to slumber. The 
vision of the locusts, and of the horsemen, 
was, probably, as little attended to in former 
times, as the concealed state of the church, 
and the preaching of the two witnesses, is 
now. Till we see the seas run with blood, 
and the Heavens on fire, we think all is safe, 
and can scarcely spare an hour to consider 
what these things mean, or to what we may 


: be called. Any person who reads the book 


of Revelations calmly, and with that child- 
like simplicity so necessary to the right un- 
derstanding the word of God, will see that 
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it takes in one continued chain of events, in 


which all times, all nations, are concerned; 


all are in a state of trial; though the trial 
may be more severe towards the conclusion, 
as it was certainly more severe at the begin- 
ning than now. We know not when the 


reign of Antichrist will end, but we have 


reason to suppose it is begun; we know that 
we have a part to act, and chat it is the part 
of a soldier enlisted under the banner of 


Christ, whose mark we received at our bap- 


tism, whose white garment of righteousness 


we then put on, and must keep it undefiled; 


such is our situation. We are actually called 
to fight, if not with the terrors of the world, 

yet with its bad examples, its scoffs and deri- 
sion, its false maxims and contempt of honest 


simplicity; and hard is the task in these 
things so to resist as to overcome. How far 
our patience, courage, and perseverance may 


be tried, we know not; but it concerns us 
to prepare ourselves and be ready; and, by 
TT ——— uy 1 of exer- 


cising 


B 
cising those virtues, to endeavour to render 
them in some degree habitual. I am sensible 


patience is not now a virtue in fashion; to 


rise up with the least provocation is dignified 
with the name of courage; but this is not 
the courage taught us in the Gospel, nor is 
there one instance of it in this book. To lay 


down our lives for the truth, is the proof 


required of our love and constancy; and the 


patience of saints is the thing every where 


spoken of.“ There is, indeed, mention of 
some miraculous powers given to the two wit- 
nesses, a fire proceeding from their mouths; 
but, besides that we cannot be certain who 
these witnesses are, it is clearly a spiritual 
power which is meant; for as to contending 


Wich the beast, their own destruction is the 


event; even though self. defence be the most 


they can be supposed to have undertaken, and 


that only when attacked. | 
If, then, the book of the Revelations 
breathe. nothing but Christian meekness, 
* See chap. xiy, 12. ; humility, 
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humility, and patience, another advantage 
to be reaped from it is the understanding 
several passages of scripture, some of which 
' have been most shamefully misapplied; espe- 
15 cially of the Old Testament, which it is our 
| duty still to study, but so as the disciples of 
Christ, comparing spiritual things with 
de spiritual. What right have we to apply 
to the church of Christ the commands for 
destroying the enemies of Jehovah, when, 
even going on to the final victory of Christ, 
we find no allusion to any such commands? 
What kingdom can we expect but that which 
is to be purchased by the blood of Christ; 
and by our own, if we shall be accounted 
worthy to share in his sufferings? And what 
can provoke us to hate or persecute any fel. 
low-creature, merely for differing from us in 
opinion, when we see the wrath of God pour- 
ed out upon none but the presumptuous op- 
x posers of his will, or such whose vicious 
= lives make them unfit, as well as unworthy, 
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Another doctrine and duty, taught through 
this book, is the doctrine of Free-Will; and 
its consequence, a diligent application to the 
performance of our duty. There is not a 


word throughout this whole book of Election 


or Reprobation; they which are sealed, in 
order to their being preserved in the midst 
of the distresses of the three woes, had no 
need of such a seal, if elected and predesti- 
nated from the foundation of the world; 
they who are punished, as wearing the mark 
of the beast, are not said to be punished in 


consequence of an immutable decree, but on 


account of their own perverse choice; the 
mark is not put on them, but they willingly 


receive it. The book in which the names 
of the just are written, is not an irreversi- 
ble decree, for their names may be blot- 


ted out;* the punishment prepared for the 
wicked is not inevitable, for they are every 


where called to repentance; and their obsti- 


nate perverseness is lamented here, as in 
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other places of scripture; they are wanted of 
thedangers that surround them, of the tempt- 
ations to which they will be exposed; and 
what can a tender parent do more without 
absolutely restraining the will? The conse- 
quence of which would be a forced obe- 
dience, unworthy of our great Creator, who 
requires our love, our gratitude, and a wil- 
ling compliance with his righteous commands. 
The unity of the God we are to worship, 
is also a doctrine every where Strongly ex- 
pressed; though the Lamb slain, the trium- 
phant Messiah, is always considered as par- 
taking in every act of adoration. The 
power, wisdom, and goodness, of the incom- 
prehensible Deity are set forth and acknow- 
ledged by the most sublime expressions of 
worship, praise, and thanksgiving; and we 
are taught with what dispositions we must 
appear before the throne of God, by the 
unity of one voice, from one multitude of 
men and angels; by the white garment, which 
is the e of en and by the 
palm, 
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palm, which is the known emblem of victory; 
which victory necessarily implies a state of 
trial and conflict, and of hope and confidence 
placed in Him who is mighty to save. Our 
| love, our admiration, our faith and obedience, 
are never divided between two objects, nor 
our gratitude made an occasion of tempting 
us to misapply our outward expressions of 
praise and adoration. The virgin multitude 
are first-fruits to God and the Lamb; his 
name, and the name of his father, are the 
name of God the one name, written in 
their foreheads; and it is before the throne 
of the one true God that they are found 
blameless through the blood of Christ; He 
that made heaven and earth, is mentioned 
always in the singular number; the com- 
mandments of God and the faith of jesus 
are set down as one and the same; the wrath 
of God and the wrath of the Lamb are to 
be feared and considered as one; the God of 
Heaven, the God Omnipotent, the Creator 
of Heaven and earth, is every where men- 
1 e , +1 ay tioned 
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—_ as "Tn supreme; 3 8 the throne 
is the throne of God and of the Lamb, and 
though God and the Lamb are jointly said 
to be the light and the temple of the New 
Jerusalem. The word, © it is done,” is 
indeed solemnly pronounced by Him who 
gives the living water, that is, Christ; but 
the same is proclaimed by the voice from the 
_ throne;+ the tears are wiped away by God, 
though the Lamb is he that comforts the 
faithful multitude; the angel is sent by God, 
though Jesus sends him; in short, God is all 
in all in the present state of things, as truly 
as He will be when the pace kingdom 
will be at an end. 
If faith in One God be ; Gena set forth; in _ 
most expressive words, faith in the One Me- 
diator is likewise most strongly inculcated; 
and we are taught, that © no other name is 
* given under Heaven but the name of Jesus, 
_ «whereby we must be saved.“ The saints 
are represented as our fellow-servants, the 


* Chap. xxi.6. f Chap. xri. 17. angels 
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angels as ministering spirits; but not the 
least word is there to encourage any one to 
ask their assistance, or hope in their inter- 
cession. Should we even suppose, as some 
writers of the church of Rome would have 
us, that the angel to whom is given much 
cc jncense,* that he should offer it with the 
<< prayers of saints, is not Christ, but a mi- 
nistering angel; it would only shew, that 
the angels may act in Heaven the same part 
the elders are said to do, and unite their 
prayers to those of the church militant, sup- 
plicating for as well as assisting her in her 
state of trial; but this will in no way warrant 
any one to pray to angels, or the saints de- 
parted, or to address them as present; which 
no created being can be in so many places 
at once. Thou that hearest the prayer, 
ce to Thee shall all flesh come,” says David; 
Thou, even Thou only, knowest the hearts 
* of all the children of men,” says Solomon, 
at the dedication of the temple, beseeching 
Chap. viii. 3. Jehovah 
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Jehovah to hear at all times, and in all places, 


the prayers of his people—prayers, directed, 


indeed, toward that temple which was the 


image of Christ, but acknowledging, at the 


same time, the omnipresence of God, and 
declaring it to be, like his other attributes, 


incommunicable. And in short, we are told 


in express words, and those words twice re- 
peated, from the mouth of an angel of Christ, 


to worship God, and not to offer to a created 


being any religious worship whatever. 
Temperance, purity of heart and affections, 


self. denial, and the love of God and of all 
mankind, are virtues every where set forth 


in this book. All temporal satisfactions are 
placed on one side, and the love of Christ on 
the other, and no choice is left, but to take 


up the cross, or deny the testimony of Jesus; 


hence I cannot help drawing an argument 


against the shocking practice of self. murder, 


so common in these days; but which the law 


of God, as set forth in these prophecies, will 


be found fully to condemn. | Some have been 
Tr „ | bold 


F 8 0 
bold enough to assert, that the putting. an 
end to our own lite is no where forbidden in 
the Holy Scriptures; but what if it were 
not? The crime of parricide had no laws to 
punish it, because it was a crime too horrid 
to be thought possible. Is it not sufficient 
that we are commanded to bear with patience 
the severest trials; to forsake all things, and 
to follow Christ; to resist even unto death? 
It is supposing Almighty God to be a cruel 
being, and one that takes pleasure in the 
sufferings of his creatures, to imagine, that 
without any cause he should require his ser- 
vants to submit to prisons, racks, and the 
most cruel deaths, not suffering them to free 
themselves by so easy a method as a knife or 
a halter. Why do ye not dispatch your- 
& $elves, you wretches, if death be your 
choice? was the reproach of the heathen 
magistrate, when the Christians came rejoic- 
ing to his tribunal to receive sentence of 
death; yet none of them followed his 
advice, not havin g found out that the scrip- 
die 


„ 
tures authorised chem by so ready a method 
to escape the terrors of persecution. Cer- 


tainly, if we consider the state of Christians 
in this world for the first three hundred years, 
we cannot think the faith which they were 
required to profess, even in the midst of tor- 
ments, was a point of little consequence; nor 
obedience to the will of God, which com- 
mands us to suffer the loss of all things with - 
out quitting our appointed station, to be a 
thing which we may dispense with at our 
pleasure, whenever life becomes a burden, 
or our impatience makes us e _—_— | 
to throw it from us. | 
The argument here set down against sui - 
cide I beg the reader to consider, for it is 
solid, though perhaps in some respects new. 
It is not taken from the Apocalypse only, for 
the whole New Testament is full of exhorta- 
tions to patient suffering all things, with 
threats against those who shall deny their 
Lord; and as for the Old Testament, St. Paul 
ä | „ 


1 
has given us“ a list of its worthies, who not 
only fought but suffered for the truth, and 
bore © the reproach of Christ.“ They did 
it, says he, that they might obtain a better 
resurrection; better than that of the persons 
before - mentioned, as raised to life again in 
this world by miracle; even the resurrection 
to life eternal by the Holy Spirit of promise, 
which they without us, (viz. us Christians) 
did not receive; nor could they, without us, 
be made perfect. 

These are a few of the instructions which 
a general view of these prophecies naturally 
suggests to direct our practice; but let us 
take a more particular view of them with the 
same intention, beginning with the first vi- 
sion contained in the three first chapters. 
There is a connection of the commands , 
given to each one of the seven churches with 
- the other parrs of the Revelation, and with 
te description of the person who speaks; 
and there is another thing common to them 
Heb. xi. f Sce Heb. xi. last verse. all, 
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all, which is the expression“ He that hath 
© an car,” that is, who is attentive and obe- 
dient,* © let him hear what the spirit saith 
< unto the churches ;” in the plural number. 
Here we are to take notice of the first 


requisite towards understanding the scrip- 


tures, and especially the mysteries of this 
book, viz. that child- like simplicity men- 


tioned by our blessed Saviour; © except ye 
e be converted and become as little children, 


« ye cannot enter into the kingdom of God;“ 
that is, ye will not embrace the doctrines of 


the Gospel. We are also to understand, that 
the exhortations given to these seven churches 


are not given to them alone, but to all; the 
number seven standing here, as in other places 
of scripture, for fulness; that which is com- 
plete, perfect. What I 50 unto you, * 
say unto all, watch.” | 
Let us therefore lone what is particu- 


larly to be learnt from each particular com- 
mand aL and first, as to the church of 


0 See Lev. . ar. and 3 6. 6 als | 0 
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Ephesus. & I know thy. works, thy labour, 
thy patience z*”—the first is probably to be 
understood of works of mercy ; .the second, 


of zeal for the conversion of others; the 
third, of patience in persecutions, and the 


forsaking all worldly comforts for the word 


of God. In the first, perhaps, we may claim 
some merit; for glory, not shame, ay this 
time is allowed to attend charity and bene- 
volence; — yet should we, like some of the 
primitive Christians, sell all to feed the poor, 


we should certainly expose ourselves to con- 


tempt; or should we, like them, subject 


ourselves to the horrors of a prison to relieve 


the wants of our fellow. creatures, or sell our- 
selves as slaves to redeem them from captivity; 
(as Paulinus, bishop of Nola, is said to have 


sold himself to redeem the son of 'a poor 
widow) 1 fear we should find ourselves even 


reproached for so doing. Perhaps the times 
in which we live, and the difference of cir- 
cumstances, make less to be required of us; 
but 8 us at least consider with reverence 
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even those pious excesses, as we are willing 
to call them, and which, in some cases, they 
really were, and let us blush to think how 
few of our conveniences, or even of our 
Superfluities, we sacrifice to the relief of | 
our fellow-Christians; and yet how ready f 
' we are to pride ourselves in our imaginary 
benevolence. 
As for zeal, I mean not to persuade any to 
follow the motions of enthusiasm, and turn 
preachers of the Gospel, unsent. Bur how 
many who have undertaken the office, care- 
lessly neglect it! How many, who, as parents, | 
as masters, ought to instruct the persons com- 
mitted to their care, give themselves no con- 
cern about it! How few, even in common 
conversation, dare open their mouths in de- 
fence of morality, of religion, of the reputa- 
tion or the interests of the oppressed! How 
often do we sacriſice our duty to false shame; 
and blush to seem what we ought to be! 
Should e come e upon 


such 
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such Christians as we are, alas! what flesh 


should be saved!“ 
If we seek for patience and an 9 


ance, where shall it be found? In private? 


Do not children forsake their parents, and 


wives their husbands, upon the slightest oc- 


cas ions of complaint? Are not the poor en- 
couraged to rise against the rich, servants 


against their masters, subjects against their 


princes, manufacturers against those that em- 


ploy them; all attempting to seek redress 


without law or justice, when steadiness in 
their duty, and meekness in their behaviour, 
would much sooner procure relief. Should 


the religion of such impatient sufferers be one 


day attacked by open violence, what would 
be the event? Let us, therefore, learn one 
thing from the church of Ephesus, and that 


is, to repent; let us look back to the first 
ages of Christianity, and if we do not live as 


they lived, let us think at least as they thought; 
and while we a 80 oy. the Yue N 
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of this world, be thankful for what we enjoy; 


and be ready to sacrifice, even at a moment's 


warning, whatever may come in competition 


with our duty; and let us seriously lament 


our abuse of that leisure, those pleasures, we 
so freely enjoy, and of those riches commit- 
ted to our care. 

From the church of Sehen and her bi- 


shop, supposed to be the blessed Polycarp, 
we not only learn courage to support us in 


our Christian warfare, but we see“ for what 


purpose we are sent into the world, and of 


how little account before God are all the 
advantages of this life. Be faithful unto 
<« death, and I will give thee a crown of life; 


this, and this alone, is the reward set before 


this one, of all the seven the most perfect. I 


& know,” saith Christ to this bishop and his 


flock, „thy poverty; but thou art rich.“ 


What then? What is their reward? T his, the 


most glorious and desirable, that they shall 
be accounted worthy to suffer for his name. 


* 


„ _ «© Some 
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ec 3 shall be cast into prison, that ye may 
< be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten 


« days; fear none of these things.” 


From the church of Pergamus we may 
learn to be humble, even after we have been 
tried and come off with victory; and not to 


suppose (a thing, I fear, too common) that, 


because our outward actions are right, we 


may think as we please. God justly requires 
the submission of our understandings to his 


wisdom, as well as the obedience of our 


actions to his will; our state of trial includes 


both; and the truths of Christianity cost the 
lives of more Christians than its moral duties, 


| however perfectly these also were performed. 
In vain do we pretend to practise what our 
Saviour has commanded, if we are wilfully 


ignorant of, or proudly deny, the doctrines 


he has taught. The reproach of Christ to 
this church, for suffering false doctrines to 


spread, and his hatred declared against such, 


sufficiently shew that these things are not $0 


indifferent as men are willing at this time to 
J +. ++ Jo 
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think. If our faith and hope are weak, our 
love and obedience, I fear, would fail in the 
day of trial; even as our faith will be found 
of no avail, if not supported by good works. 
By the warning to the church of Thyatira, 
(Whose praise as to some things is so strongly 
set forth) and that for faults which may 
Seem to us excusable, we may learn the se- 
vere justice of Almighty God, which we seem 
now no longer to consider as one of his at- 
tributes; we forget the words of our Saviour, 
referred to by St. Peter, if the righteous 
* gcarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
* and sinners appear -e forget that 
Christ, when he saved sinners, did it by a 
life of suffering and a death of torture; 
that suffering is the lot of all men, however 
righteous they may appear; from all which 
we might conclude that justice requires it, 
requires that sin should be punished; unless, 
as already observed, we will suppose the Deity 
to afflit willingly, and delight in the suffer- 
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| ings of his creatures. There is something 
plausible in the reasonings of those philoso- 


phers, who allow of no punishments but in 


order to correction; but how then shall we 


account for the sufferings of Christ; for the 
unequal distribution of happiness and misery; 
and for the constancy required of martyrs in 


the confession of their faith in Christ, even in 


the midst of the most severe tortures? If pu- 
nishment be only intended in order to amend, 
why is it not inflicted on every sinner now, 
till the desired effect be produced? Can it be 
a pleasure to Divine Goodness to see crea- 
tures destined for future happiness going on 
more and more to render themselves unfit for 
it; or to see his obedient, penitent servants 


suffer for his sake, if be —_— no 


atonement? 


From the angel of as neh of Sardis 


we learn, how odious to God is an outward 


false appearance of sanctity, and how greatly 
we may be mistaken in our judgment as to 
nn and * When; in a time of such 
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zeal and fervency, of such trials and suffer- 


ings, one might seem to be alive, and yet be 


dead in trespasses. © Be watchful and 
9 strengthen the things which remain, that 
* are ready to die, are words which shew, 


on the one hand, the tender mercies of God, 


not willing that any should perish, but that 


all should come to repentance; and on the 
other, what care and attention is required, 


lest, when we think ourselves most secure of 
a reward, we fail in the hour of temptation, 


| which, as a thief, shall come when we least 


* it. 
In the church of Philadelphia, wil yet 
faithful, we see an example of the tender care 


of the Divine Providence, and its attention 


to every little sign of goodness; © Thou hast 


< a little strength, hast not denied my name, 
(therefore) I have loved thee,” even im- 
perfect as thou art, saith He that is holy and 
true; „thou hast kept the word of my pa- 
< tience; and I will keep thee from the hour 
66 of temptation.” * Such is the kindness and 
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long-suffering of our God! And can we fear 
to place entire confidence in so generous a 


protector; ought we not even to rejoice at 


every the least occasion of expressing our love 


and grateful acknowledgments of his merey? 


Lastly, in the church of Laodicea is set 
forth the wretched state of a luke warm indif- 
ference for religion; by which we lose the 
pleasures this world might give, (though in- 


deed but for a moment) to engage ourselves 


in a state of labour and abstinence; and yet 
forfeit the reward of our endeavours by in- 


dulging sloth and self. confidence. How odi- 


ous such a state (a state, alas! now too com- 
mon) is to our Almighty Creator, we must 


see by the strong expressions used thou art 


« wretched, poor, and blind,” - most truly 
so indeed; yet do not despair, but rise, be 
<« zealous and repent;** for I chasten those I 
love; © I stand at the door and knock; and 
« to him that overcometh will J grant to sit 
* with me in my throne, even as J also over. 
< came, and am set down with my Father in 
90 his throne,” ” He 
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He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches, that is, to 


Christians, in all times, in all places, to us, 


to every one of us; and may we listen, even 
now, to © the things which belong to our 
< peace, lest the day come when me Shall be 
hid from our eyes.“ 
Such are the various instructions a 
in the first vision, which is a sort of intro- 


_ duction to those that follow, though wholly 


detached from them. We come now to that 


part of the Revelation which more particularly 


belongs to the plan laid down by Mr. Mede. 
It has been already observed, that the two 
concurring visions, chapters fourth and fol- 


lowing, are introduced by a description of 


the scene of action, in which the glorious 
symbol of the Divine Presence is described 


as it appeared at mount Sinai, and upon other 


occasions, particularly (though possibly with 


dome alteration) in the visions of the pro- 


phet Ezekiel, and that of Laiah.“ The 
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lightnings, the thunders, the voice of the 
trumpet, are mentioned here as in the 
twentieth of Exodus; and the intention is 
the same as with regard to the children of Is- 
rael, viz. to set forth the terrors of Jehovah, 
and convince us how impossible it is to ap- 
proach an offended Deity without the inter- 
position of a Mediator. The Israelites were 
Soon convinced of this; they asked, and ob- 
tained the promise of a prophet, who in meek. 
ness should speak to them, and be to them 
in the place of God. In like manner here 
we find the Apostle confounded at the glo- 
rious appearance, and all creatures in Heaven 
and earth afraid even to look upon the book, 
that is, to inquire into the wisdom and jus- 
tice of the Divine Providence; and immedi- 
ately the Lamb slain is introduced, standing 
in the midst, between the throne, and the 
elders and the multitude surrounding it, to 
act the part of a Mediator, and declare the 
will of God. Here, therefore, let us learn 
with what awful reverence the throne of God 
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dition, of our happiness here and hereafter. 
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is to be approached, before which even an- 
gels cover their faces; here let us weep with 


the Apostle for those offences which forbid 
us even to lift up our eyes to Heaven; and 
here let us fall down with the elders, who 
cast themselves and their crowns before Him 


that sitteth on the throne, and acknowledge 
that we have nothing which we have not 
received, and that glory and praise belong to 
Him alone © who created all things, and for 
ce hose pleasure they are and were created,” 
It is in vain for us to enter into philosophical 
disputes, or to ask why God ereated us, or 
why mankind were suffered to exist, if we are 
in a fallen degenerate state; such speculations 
are endless, and waste our time and the vi- 


gour of our minds to no purpose. We are 


called to action, the will of God is the law 
we are commanded to perform, and there- 
fore that will is set before us as a cause of 


our existence; submission and conformity to 


it being the only means, as well as the con- 


Thus 
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Thus humbled before the awful presence of 
our God, we are comforted, our tears are 
wiped away, and we are called to look to- 
wards the Lamb as slain for us from the foun- 
dation of the world. He is described to us 
under several characters; He is the Lamb 
slain, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, the Offspring of David also. 
He is slain as a propitiation, has redeemed 
us by his blood; has seven horns, as possessed 
of all the powers of the Godhead; seven 
eyes, as partaker with the Sitter on the 
Throne of the Omniscience of the Deity. 
He stands in the midst as a sacrifice, as a me- 
diator, as a prophet, to declare the will of 
God, as alone worthy to be joined with Him 
that sitteth on the throne in one act of praise 
and adoration. As the Lamb, therefore, let 
us trust in his all-sufficient. sacrifice; as the 
Lion, let us fear to offend him; as the Root 
of David, let us consider him planning the 
gracious method of our salvation; and as the 
| pats of David, let us consider him hum 
"Rang 


_—_ 1 
n A — 


E ˙ Sz; 
* n 
8 . ts hou ar 
IE nog ER nes 
Sik 93 FOIA UALCRARNIS 


77 3 e 
75 7 OE ITY 
4 8 + re he. 
. g F 
2 * 


# 
45,20 
£28 
. J 
* 

* £ 7 

3 

Wn. 

he: 

D 


L % 1 


bling himself so far as to assume our frail 
nature, and suffering here on earth that we 
may reign in Heaven. Considering him as 
slain, let us blush for those sins which He 
died to expiate; as a Redeemer, let us re- 
joice for the glorious hope he has set before 
us; as possessed of Omnipotence, he is 
able to save all © that trust in him; as the 
wisdom of God, to guide and to protect us 


in all dangers by his Providence; as a sa- 


crifice he has atoned for our transgressions, 

and blotted out the hand- writing that was 
e against us; as a Mediator, he has © brought 
te us near unto God; as a Prophet, he has 
declared to us our duty; and as united by the 
seven-fold gifts of the Spirit to Him that sit- 


teth on the throne, he is become the object 
of our worship and adoration, for such he 
3s here declared to be. The book is described 
as a roll, a seventh part of which each seal 
contains, but in such a manner that they can 
only be opened in a regular succession; the 
first _ tg TIES but opening, 


when, 
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' when loosed, only its own peculiar part. 
Hence are 'we taught another kind of pa- 
tience, viz. that moderation which restrains 
the too eager pursuit after knowledge, by 
which we are continually misled; we learn 
here to wait God's appointed time, in con- 
fidence that whatever is needful will be re- 
vealed to us, if we diligently perform so much 


of our duty as we already know, and leave to 
the Divine Majesty whatever else concerns 


ourselves or others; still keeping our eyes 
on Him who alone is worthy to open the 


book, because he alone can understand it; 


for as © no man knoweth the things of a 
“man, save the spirit of a man—even so 
the things of God knoweth no man, but 


the Spirit of -God;z”* and he who is in 


the bosom of the Father. Tf 

By the power given under some of the 
scals to sore evils to punish and destroy, we 
are taught in this, as in the former vision, 
that a severe trial is prepared for the servants 


* x Cor. ii. 14. F John i. 18. of 
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of God; and we learn to praise Him, who, 


considering our weakness, has placed us in a 


tuation so full of ease and comfort, if com- 


pared with that of the first professors of 
Christianity; for even the greatest trials to 
which we can now be exposed, seem sup- 
portable, if compared with the sufferings of 


the martyrs and confessors in the times of 


persecution. To lose a child we dearly love, 
is nothing to the seeing him exposed to racks 


and tortures, confined in a loathsome dun- 
geon, or, with an eye plucked out, condemn- 
ed to labour in the mines. The greatest 
Straits of poverty to which we can be re- 


duced, are nothing to the being obliged to 
forsake all, and take refuge in the forests 


among the wild beasts; as was the case of 
many a Christian born of the best blood in 
Rome, and used to all the indulgences which 
riches could afford in that seat of luxury. 
ä Hence may we learn what human nature, sup- 


ported by Divine Grace, can perform; and 
here may we see the value set upon that glo- 
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rious crown, to which we are intitled, as they 
were, and yet behold with indifference. 


By the complaint of the saints under the 
altar in the fifth seal, we are put in mind of 
the care of Providence, watching over those 


whose sufferings and glorious victories men 


have in a manner forgotten; and hence we 
may learn to wait with meekness God's ap- 
pointed time, preparing ourselves, by self-de- 


nial and by subduing our passions, to enter 
the lists, to strive and conquer, should we be 
called to as severe a conflict; for which we 


should always be prepared, not knowing 
who are meant by those © fellow. servants' 


| which are to be added to the number of such 
as had been slain for the testimony of Jesus. 


The terrors spoken of at the opening of 


the sixth seal, though they should be under- 
stood to be expressive of calamities already 
past, are not, therefore, to be wholly disre- 
garded by us; the distresses foretold by Christ 


at the taking of Jerusalem, though in their 
literal sense already come to pass, are sup- 


posed 


E 


posed to have a farther meaning relating to 
the last times, and to the judgments then to 


come upon the world; and so like wise, what 


is here said of the sun and moon, the stars 


falling from Heaven, and men calling to 
mountains to fall on them, and hide them 
from the wrath of the Lamb,” now repre- 
sented as a Lion, and executing the vengeance 
so long delayed—these things, I say, though 
they may have been literally accomplished in 


the destruction of the Roman empire, have 
yet probably a farther accomplishment to 


come, and we know not when it shall ap- 
pear. Let us suppose, for example, that the 
sudden destruction and total change, so finely 
described in the latter part of the sixth chap- | 
ter, answers to rhe historical account of the 


latter times of the Roman empire, when 


Rome, the seat of pleasure, sunk under the 


tyranny of a barbarous conqueror, whose 
successors continued to oppress her for a 
long course of years, and changed the whole 
state of things in the Western empire at least, 


the 
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the Eastern empire sharing also in the dis- 
tress; still these things may have a farther 
meaning. What power seemed ever so well 
established as that of Rome? What scene 
could be more dreadful than when Alaric 
sacked it? And yet did it rise from its ruin, 
totally changed indeed, but not reformed by 
its sufferings. Such events have happened in 
other cities, and may happen again; they 
are the natural consequences of vice and cor- 
ruption of manners, though an over-ruling 
Providence is doubtless concerned in direct- 
ing the appointed vengeance. Confidence in 
the providence of God may be learned from 
chap. vii. where we see the four winds re- 
strained by the ministering angels; and the 
servants of God sealed with their Father's 
name, for their final preservation, however 
they may be exposed for a time for the trial 
of their faith. I know modern philosophers 
laugh at the notion of a peculiar Providence; 
but it has been acknowledged by the wisest 
men among the Greeks and Romans, and by 
a | L all 
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-all nations from the beginning of the world, 
where any thing like a religion has been pro- 


fessed; it was taught in the Old Testament, 


and constantly believed by the Jews; and 
nothing can be more evident than that it is 
the dottrine of the Gospel. What is reli- 


gion indeed without it? What is a world 
formed, we know not why or how, and left 


to the conduct of blind chance, or directed by 
general unchangeable laws, by which all free- 


dom of will must be made useless? Can we 
admire the wisdom of a Deity, who, foresee- 


ing the misery of his creatures, would not 


prevent it? Can we love a Being removed 
so far above us, that he considers us only as 
a part of this massy globe, and sees us with 
no other concern for our well-being than 
for the dust on which we treadꝰ What a 


melancholy scene is the world, if deprived of 


the tender care of Providence, of the pleasing 
thought that we act in the sight of a kind 


Parent, in whose hands are all our concerns, 
and before whom all our thoughts lie open; 


to 
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to whom all our innocent intentions are jus: 


tified, however - misunderstood or misrepre- 
| sented by our fellow- creatures; on whom, 
in short, we depend for every moment of our 


existence; with whom we dare to trust all our 
hopes; and can lie down in peace, whenever 


He requires that life he has so long preserved? 


If the notion of a particular presiding Provi- 
dence be a mistake, oh! let me still live and 
die under so pleasing a delusion! 

From the belief of an over-ruling Provi- 


"PER naturally arises the duty of praise and 


thanksgiving, so finely expressed in the hymns 
of the palm- bearing multitude; a duty too 
little thought of by those, who, from the pur- 
suits of interest, or the dissipations of plea- 


sure, have little time to think; and, I fear, 
too much neglected by those who have most 


leisure. Life, short and full of sorrow as it 


is, has nevertheless its comforts; © He open- 


< eth his hand, and filleth all rhings living 
< with plenteousness;? the innocent plea- 
sures which our senses bring in on every side, 
Wl | a ought 
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ought gratefully to be wid; dhe 
pleasures of the mind deserve still more a tri- 
bute of praise and thanksgiving to the source 
of all wisdom, the bountiful Giver of talents, 

riches, and those other helps, which enable 
us to find leisure, and furnish us with a capa- 


city for the pursuits of knowledge; and who 
kindly exempts us from that share of bodily 


labour, to which, as the sons of Adam, we 


seem justly to be condemned. Perhaps one 


reason why we are so backward in thanks- 
giving for the privileges of this kind, which 
so many of us enjoy, is our unwillingness to 
own them to be really such; we find nothing 
in ourselves to claim an exemption from the 
common law of our nature, and we feel an 
unwillingness to comply with the obligations 


which a state of life, exempt from labour, 


seems to lay upon us; we therefore satisfy 
ourselves with the common observation, that 
the rich and the learned have their sorrows, 


greater perhaps than those of the poor la- 


e man; and thus we take refuge in 
ingratitude. 
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ingratitude. . That the poor have less grief, 


as well as less indulgence, may be true; Pro- 


vidence has so dispensed all things, that they 
do not feel all the disadvantages of their situ- 
ation; but this should not hinder those that 
are rich, in leisure as well as in the indul- 
gences of life, from considering themselves as 
in a state for which they ought hourly to be 
thankful. They taste indeed of affliction, 
sometimes in a great degree; but besides 
that their sorrows are often their own pro- 
curing, they ought continually to consider with 


gratitude how much those sorrows are alle- 


viated by the care and tenderness of friends 
and servants, and by the comforts and means 
of easing pain, which an affluent situation in 
life supplies. 


We feel, I think, sometimes 3 of 5 


the disproportion of labour amongst different 
ranks, and the very different degrees of com- 
fort and pleasure which men are born to 
possess; and nothing should make a man 
enjoy with a quiet mind $0 much more than 

| I any 


Is 


[| 

any one deserves, but the thought of being 
thereby useful to others. The labours of the 
poor are, we know, greatly eased by the se- 
veral inventions of the ingenious; but these 
require leisure; and in order to that the as- 
sistance of the rich is necessary; with whom, 
for this intent, a superfluity must be lodged, 
which with thankfulness they may enjoy, 
when they make use of it to do good. A 
difference of conditions is therefore, upon 
the whole, for the advantage of mankind; 
but let each be diligent to perform his part, 
and every one be attentive to the many bles- 
sings he enjoys, and daily praise the boun- 
teous Hand that bestows them with such pro- 
fusion. Why should not all be thankful? 
The Labouring Man, when following the 

plough, might be taught to observe the re- 

freshing, healthy smell, that rises from the 

earth; and to acknowledge the assistance he 
receives from the sparrows and crows that 
wait upon him, to remove the enemies of his 
0 __ Why does he, wih little or no thouglit, 

| | enjoy 
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enjoy the health he reaps from labour, and 
the pleasures felt from the fresh air of the 
morning; from the shelter his house gives 
him at night, or that of a tree by day from 
the heat or storm; or why does he scem 
insensible to the relich of his wholesome 
food, seasoned, as it ought to be, by the kind 


attentions of the honest partner of his la- 
bours? Why should not the Rich Man look 


up with gratitude, when he tastes the simple 
innocent pleasures of a walk or a ride; the 
sight of a beautiful prospect, or of a plea- 
sant day; the sweet smell of the trees and 
flowers; the comforts at home arising from 
an elegant cleanliness, from ease and exemp- 
tion from care; from the works of art, and 
improvements of the mind; but especially 
from the delightful. satisfaction of doing 
good? When misery shocks his delicacy in 


any shape, his first thought should be to re- 


lieve it; but doubtless the next should be, 
to consider, with thankfulness and humility, 


how justly he might have been exposed to 


the 
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the same sufferings, and how great a debt of 
gratitude he owes to that Being who spares 
him, and requires no return but benevolence 


to his fellow- creatures, and the pleasing ef- 
fusions of a grateful heart. Let no day, 


therefore, pass, either with rich or poor, 
without some little attention to the blessings 
received; and let those pleasures for which 
we dare not thank our God, be considered 


at least with a suspicious eye, as to the 


lawfulness of indulging them. And since the 
saints on earth, and the angels in Heaven, 
find their happiness in praising their great 
Creator, let us not lose our part in the pleas- 
ing glorious task, but say, and say it from 


_ our hearts, Salvation to our God, which 
< $itteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb; 
* blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 


„ thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
«© might, unto our God for ever and ever.“ 
It has been frequently observed, that the 
angel, who, like the priests in the Temple, 
offers incense at the golden altar, is another 
. representation 
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representation of Christ, as a perpetual in- 
tercessor in Heaven for his church; whose 
prayers, thus offered, are sure to find accept- 
ance. Hence, therefore, we learn, with con- 
fidence to approach the throne of grace, and 
not only represent our own wants to Him 
who is able to relieve them, but to intercede 


also for others, yea, even for our enemies, 


whom we cannot hate, nor be indifferent to 


our friends, while we solemnly every day 


beseech Almighty God to bless them. These 
thoughts are natural; but surely it is highly 
unnatural, that it should be needful to ob- 
serve, that prayers may with propriety be ad- 
dressed to God, and may hope for accept- 
ance. That prayer should be neglected, and 
churches deserted, is no wonder; men have 


something else to do; but that men should 


dare to call in question the expediency, nay, 
even to ridicule the practice, of this duty, is 


something beyond the belief of former ages 


* 


reserved for modern philosophy. 
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Me are now come to the sounding of the 
trumpets; in which the thing that commonly 
strikes us, is the severity of the judgments 
expressed thereby; but I think our attention 
should rather be turned to consider the great 
patience and long- suffering of our God, and 
his care, by frequent warnings, to call men to 
reflection, . not willing that any should pe- 
& rish, but that all should come to repentance.“ 
An angel, after the four first trumpets, gives 
notice of the three woes to come; another 
angel, or rather Christ himself, proclaims 
with an oath, that time shall be no more; 
and in the vision concurring with this are 
frequent warnings; so that none can say they 
perish unadmonished. The time of this vision, 
if we reckon from the measuring of both 
the courts, or from the reign of Constantine, 
A. D. 306, takes in the space of about one 
thousand four hundred and seventy years. 
| During that space, what has been the scene | 
bere on earth? Let us cast our eyes back, 
not on the faults of kings, or other particular 
: men, 
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men, for such are reserved for punishment 
in another world, but let us consider the ge- 
neral face of things, the conduct of societies, 
which subsist only in this world, and are 
therefore commonly punished here below. 
The church was no sooner freed from perse- 
cution, than it began to lose its first fervour; 
several of its ministers became in a small 
course of years covetous and ambitious; he- 
resies were set up, disputes were carried on 
with a spirit unlike that of the Gospel; errors 
were introduced one by one, and ignorance 
. over-ran all; conversions of barbarous na- 
tions were undertaken by force of arms, and 
proselytes made, like those of the Pharisees, 
more wicked than their teachers; the Christ- 
jans, and others of the Greeks and Romans, 
when oppressed and enslaved, instead of re- 
penting, and setting an example of piety to 
their conquerors, adopted their manners, and 
became, like them, barbarians; superstition 
prevailed through the whole Christian world; 
and Mahomet in one part, and the Bishop of 
mo = Rome 


t 1689 Þ 
Rome in the other, brought all men into sub- 
jection. Europe saw Asia and Africa, once 
full of Christian churches, wholly destroyed; 
but instead of repenting, continued in the same 
transgressions, and added the foolish device 
of crusades, in which thousands perished, 
expecting to compound for their sins by ad- 
ding to them murder and rapine. Rome, 
sacked more than once, still rose from its 
fall more wicked than before; and still con- 
tinues the corruptor of the whole world. The 
intercourse of nations produced by trade, and 
the discoveries of unknown people, have been 
only used to propagate vice, and bring home 
new incitements to luxury. The cruelties 
committed by Christians over those nations 
they should have instructed, the disgrace 
they have bronght upon Christianiry, make 
one tremble to recite them. What use has 
been made of the revival of learning, and 
the advantages of modern inventions, but 
to fill the world with blasphemy, folly, and 
vice; which the labours of a few strive in 
| | vain 
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vain to oppose ? Lastly, when a light Shone 


abroad, which might have led men into the 
way of truth, how perversely did some shut 
their eyes against it; while others, with 
torches of their own kindling, set all Europe 
on fire! And shall the patience of God in 


bearing all this be wholly disregarded? Shall 


not the few who pretend to fear and love 
him, adore, and strive to imitate, his unpa- 
ralleled goodness? Shall every trifling affront 
be thought sufficient to justify a cowardly 
revenge? Every offence excite us to hatred 
and anger? And shall we pretend to prescribe 
rules of justice to the Almighty, while our 
lives give the lie to our maxims, and we pro- 


ceed from day to day to add to our provoca- 


tions? How dreadful an account must be 


required of the Christian church for the sa- 
cred depositum committed to her trust! An 


hour will come, at least it seems to be here 


foretold, when even those witnesses to the 


truth, the churches of the East and West, 
shall be delivered into the hands of their 
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enemies, and punished in this world in the 
sight of all mankind probably to atone for 
the public offence given by them as a society, 
particularly by their schisms and shameful 
oppositions to each other, by which the name 
of God and his law have been made con- 
temptible among the heathen; this being a 
sin particularly concerning the church as a 
Society, will probably be punished, whilst it 
continues to be a society, here on earth; 
leaving the sins of men as individuals, to the 
great Searcher of hearts. | £3 
As we can only pretend to guess what. is 
meant by the death of the witnesses, so we 
must be equally uncertain as to their resur- 
rection; but we may certainly conclude some 
great event is symbolically represented; from 
which we may, even at present, collect some 
instruction, and chiefly this to hope, as the 
Apostle says, even against hope. Let us 
consider the object here set before us; two | 
witnesses of the truth, who for one thousand 
two hundred and Ho years, or nearly that 
N | | time, 
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time, have preached, clothed in sackloth, 
miraculously supported by God against the 
whole power of Satan, lie now at last de- 
prived of life, unburied, and exposed to the 
insults of their bitter enemies, who feast and 
rejoice over them, and according to the cus- 
tom of both the Hebrews and Heathen nations, 
send presents and portions of sacrifices to one 
another, to express their joy and their union 
in this triumph; however disunited in other 
respects. What hope is now left to those 
that believe their prophecy? Who dares 
own himself as their disciple? Who will 
vindicate their character from the vile slan- 
ders to be thrown on them? Who will ven- 
ture now to stand up for the testimony of 
Jesus? All hide themselves, or stand amazed; 
when, lo! a voice from Heaven raises them 
from the ground, puts life into their cold 
clay, and calls them up, even to Heaven. I 
know all this is only a vision; and so was 
the vision of the dead bones raised to life, 
which was shewn to Ezekiel; but such vi- 
1 e I sions 
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sions are not idle dreams; some great event, 


some useful instruction, is certainly intended; 
the event we cannot foresee; but the instruc- 
tion is very obvious. Though all should be 


offended, yet will not I, said St. Peter, too 


rashly confiding in his own strength. Though 
all should be offended, let us trust in the Di- 
vine mercy and protection, should every one 


of us say, and never give up the glorious 


hope that is in us; never forsake the law of 


our God; never deny our Saviour; but say, 
and say it boldly, with St. Paul Who 
5 ghall separate us from the love of Christ? 

The rest of this vision is only a summary 
account of the same things which we shall 


find more fully related in the concurring vi- 


sion concerning Fat. We to en , . 


now pass on. . g LIE ES £5 A BA — 


In the first bn of ian set den the con- 
flict of Chri St, his angels, and his Servants, 7 
from his birth, through the times of perse- 


cution; his victory; the fall, but not the de- 


* From chap. xi. 19. to the end of chap. xii. struc- 


* 


* 
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struction of Satan, the devil's -eraaturion of 
the church and the remnant of her seed, and 
the flight of the woman concealed in the wil. 
derness for one thousand two hundred and 
sixty years, or to the end of one thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-six years. We 
know not in what precise point of these one 
thousand two hundred and sixty years we 
now are, but we know that some part of this | 
period is everirunning on; we see the bright 
examples set before us, we hear what trials 
are to come, and what great rewards we are 
sure to obtain; if wickedness seem trium- 
phant, we know it is the time of Satan's 
kingdom; if truth seem fled from the earth, 
we know the church is preserved by God, 4 
but that it is in the wilderness ; we know 
our calling, and in whom we confide. What 
hinders us, then, from going on in simplicity, 
of heart to perform our part; to learn and 
do our duty, to serve our God, do good to 
all, and trust:to Him who hath'redeemed us? 
If all be a dream, what do we lose? What 
„„ J change 
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change would we wish to make in our beha- 


viour, could we persuade ourselves to for- 


ke Christ, and no longer to believe the 
Gospel? © His ways are ways of pleasant- 
„ ness, and all his paths are peace.“ We 
wish, indeed, sometimes to follow. our pas- 


sions, we are sometimes led away by them; ; 
but did they ever procure us any pleasure 


worth our desiring? do they leave any sense 

of happiness when past? Here I must sax, 

as I did before, if I am deceived, oh! let 

none ever be $0 cruel as to undeceive me! | 
In the description of our enemies, the 


| ab &c. we see those vices we ought to 


avoid. In the first beast, that is, the anti- 
christian kingdom itself, we find treachery 
expressed by the leopard, sullen obstinate 
erhelty in the bear, and fierce active rage in 
the lion; all characters too readily to be 
pointed out in the tyrannic empire which hass 


been supposed to be here represented. In 


the second beast, or ruler of this kingdom, 
we find bypocrisy, i in the assumed character 
of 


C 165 ] 


ot the Lanib, Aud debeit of every Kinds inthe 
false miracles.” Nothing can be more truly 


antichtistiin than tliesc dispositibis; - more 


opposite to Christ, Whose meekness and sim! 


plicity, whose truth and unbounded charity, 
it is our glory to! imitäte. The restraint oN 
buying and selling g, that 18, on all INE enjoy- 
ments of life, which none are allo bed to / pts 
rake of "bur" chbse WO receive che marks 
shews the oro cobetousniess and: prtulf 
opp ression of these rülers; and how needfüt 
the Warning of out blessed Master, chat WE 
Should försdkee an thlüt we have, and taks up 
the” 'Eebb8 and follow Hin. 


In tlie oompathy atteiiding natal I" 4 


song peculfat to chemselves, 18 Ser förrkk rhe 


great feward of undeffled ilbebel där 


that child TE caphicity 6 cxpitialy Rae 
mended by our blessed Sabidur. 9 ly 
Tie echoftation of the angel la ha wing the! 


$924 


cberlastiug Goxpel | needs no explanation, 5 


Ear God, and give glory to him, for the' 
beurer! is ee is, ik 


is 
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is Bent at hand) * and ren Him FER | 
c made Heaven and earth, and the sea, and 
the fountains of water! As this passage 
seems to give hopes of a fresh offer of peace 
to the Jews and Heathen, it is allowed, I 
hope, also to indulge the pleasing thought, 


and to praise the goodness of that God, whose 


mercy endureth for ever. As the Jews were 


commanded to offer peace before they en- 
gaged in battle, $0 this proclaiming of the 
gospel of peace seems immediately to precede 
the great day of vengeance. © If men were 
really Christians, or, I may say, if Christ- | 
ans were really men, they would look with 
a very different eye upon the Jews and upon 
the heathen world,” from what they scem to 
5 do. Sunk as the former are in the love of 


"riches, in ignorance and unbelicf, they still 


are an object of compassion to the God that 
made them, and should be so to us; and 


"though the others, stupid and iusensible, and 
given up to many shameful vices, can claim 

Nie God no right to more than by their 

„ Tn 


T 165 + 
birth-they would have enjoyed; yet sure 1 front 


us they ought to receive that kind compassion, 
those helps, those means of instruction, which 

the goodness of God has enabled us to be- 
stow; but which, alas! —I say no more; let 
us at least grant them our prayers, let us sin- | 
cerely beseech the Almighty: that they may 


find mercy, and then be cruel if we can. 
The second angel proclaims the fall ob 


: | Nablus ; and the third, the punishment 


prepared for the wicked, particularly those 


who shall deny their Master, and enlist them- 
selves under the banner of his enemy. Here 
is the patience of the saints; here they that | 
« keep the commandments of God, and the | 
faith of Jesns;” for both are required, even 


faith and good worksz. r Memack ars the 


dead that die in the Lord.“ Then cometh 


the Son of Man on a doud, to reap his har- 


vestz and the ministers of his justice, to burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire, and 
- gather the grapes ripe. for destruction; and 
then appears een multitude; for | 


4 | 5 . | the 
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the justice of God, as well as his mercy, must 
one day be the object of our admiration, 
though here an humble sense of our own of. 
fences leaves us no power but to cry for mercy. 
If, as some say, it is inconsistent with the 
gobdness of God to inflict punishment, or 
suffer his creatures to be affficted, we must 
give up the Gospel for nothing can be more 
evident than the matter of fact, that good 


men in all ages have been tried by sufferings; 


and that Christ himself, who knew no sin, 
suffered for us. But if we give up the scrip- 


ture on that account, what then? Will ir 


not still be evident, that there are such things 


in the world as pain and sorrow, and that 
the good must suffer às well as the wicked? 


And this matter of fact, which cannot be de- 
nied, must be reconciled wich the wisdom, 
goodness, and justice of the Creator, by 


some method which reason alone cannot dis- 
cover. Hence 1 it will follow, that whatever 


we think as; to the threatenings of eternal 
punishment, the state of those which have 
+> : 8 55 | „ 4a; 3% KS £2 ” "te not 
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not the knowledge of the truth, and such, 
questions, we must set aside al} those argu- 
ments, which are drawn from a supposed 
inconsistency of certain doctrines with the 
Divine nature. We must not argue concern- 
ing the Divine attributes as if we knew them, 
and say He must be unjust, or want wisdom, 
if things are so and so; for in fact we can 

know nothing of the Deity, but what Him- 
self hath revealed to us. Our business is to 
enquire what he has taught us; to live as he 
has commanded; to use our utmost endea- 
vours to shew our love and gratitude for the 
blessings we enjoy, and those we yet hope for; 
and trust with a stedfast assurance on his 
goodness and mercy towards ourselves and 

all mankind; waiting with patience for the 

manifestation of his justice and other glo- 
rious attributes, of which at present we can 
have but 5 notions.“ ; 


: * See Mark i ix. 4 35 as also the many places where suf. 
ferlngs ate foretold to the righteous; or infficted for s trial 
of heir faith and obedience; as Gen, xxii. x, XMxvii. 28, 
xIyu. 9. Exod. v. 23. Deut. viii. 2. &c. Rev. ii. 10. vii. 14. 
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n last 1 are 3 poured 


out, which recall the various instructions 


already set down; . and then we pass on to 


the particular vision concerning Babylon, in 


patherically described. 


That by Babylon is meant a city, is ex- 


| which her sins and her e are most 


pressly said, and we cannot well be at a loss 


td o say what city it is; but be that as it will, 
let the whole be taken in a figurative sense, 
still the instruction to us is the same. 


We 


see here worldly prosperity at the highest; 


: riches and luxury enjoyed to the full; the 
arts, the ornaments, and pleasures of life; 


nothing is wanting; wickedness rides tri- 


umphant, and, however cruel and treache-- 
rous, wears the face of joy, and seems to 
dispense nothing but happiness; from this 
state of worldly bliss we are warned, by a 
voice from Heaven, to come forth, to leave 

: those things which most engage our affections, 

- for fear of a, distant danger, of which no 
| signs appear, or none chat men will attend 
unto; 


unto; and lo! in a moment 2 sudden de- | 
struction turns all this. triumph into the most . 


dreadful calamity ; those hands that raised 
this glorious structure are the first to pull it 
to the ground; * Babylon is fallen, and is 
become the habitation of devils;ꝰ all that 


once loved her, forsake her now, and stand 
at a distance, crying, alas! that great city! 


Thus shall Babylon be thrown down, and 


be found no more at all.” What can be 


a more lively description of the vanity of 


worldly enjoyments, what a more awakening 


call to prepare for judgment, and to set our 


hearts on things above? The destruction of 
Babylon is followed by the triumph of the 


Lamb, his victory, and his marriage; and 
now the scene is changed; the great Creator 
of all things both in Heaven and earth, (for 


such the scriptures both of the Old and New | 


Testament proclaim him to be) comes forth 
to disperse the powers of Satan, and restrain 
the dragon himself for a time. The faithful 


servants of the blessed Jesus, who, like him, 
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were beers men the objects of shame and ; 
. derision, and like him also, meekly laid down 
1 their lives to bear witness.to the truth, now 
. appear with him in glory, and are said to 
reign with him on earth; restoring to the 
whole creation that heauty, harmony, and 
order, which the wickedness of man had de- 
stroyed; and enjoying for a thousand years 
those blessings of peace, those improvements 
of knowledge, those advantages of society, 
of mutual love, which might have been en- 
joyed by all the sons of Adam, and have _ 
raised them by a life of righteousness to the 
throne of glory. Such is the scene, whether 
real or symbolical, which the last chapters of 
this book set before us. In presence of this 
awful court, as here represented, perhaps, 
the Whole history of mankind will be re. 
hearsed the causes and effects of natural 
events will be explained; the actions and the 
most secret thoughts of all men be revealed; 
and the conduct of Divine Providence be fully 
we Nee Lee erer idle word 
45 must 
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must be abecuntesd for, though not in itsel F 
criminal) our foolish thoughts, our vain con- 


ceits of our ow merit, those artful disguises 


by which we endeavour to deceive men, will 


here be manifested before all, for the eternal 


confusion of the impenitent, and to fix in the 
minds of those that shall be saved, an humble 


sense of their own weakness, and an unbound- 
ed confidence in che wisdom, power, and 


goodness of their God. We are apt in this 
life to excuse our faults as unavoĩdable; our 


sins appear always trifling, if they do not rise 
eee nd if free from rheſt, from 


Abou even to account” beriet bene; 
while, perhaps; those eriminals whom our 
laws condemn, may seem less guilty before 
God than those who, without any sense of 
gratitude, enjoy the blessings with which 
Providence entrusted them for the benefit of 
mankind. All sins are not alike criminal; 
dut I doubt we are very unfit to weigh the 
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heart, and by pitiful contrivances endeavours 
to hurt another, would probably, under dif- 
ferent circumstances, have been led on to 
poison or assassinate his enemy. She who 


spends her whole thoughts on dress, and en- 


deavours to allure mankind to admire her, 
only to gratify a foolish vanity, to triumph 


over her fellows, and indulge more freely an 
unbounded love of pleasure, has sometimes 


less right to boast of her chastity, than the 
Poor, deceived, forsaken wretch, who earns 
her bread by prostitution. The studious or 


active philosophers, who by their pursuits of 


knowledge are grown insensible to the tempt- 
ations of pleasure and ambition, too often 


TT indulge a great degree of pride, and laugh 


at the men of the world, whom they allow 
" themselves to despise, only because they 
cannot taste or attain to the same efjoy- 


ments. The man who is wholly engaged in 


purchasing riches, is seldom disturhed by the 
Pursdit of power or pleasure those who 
"plot vil in demestie life, without considering 
10 its 


18 
its extensive duties, are often more engrossed 
by attention to a few i shillings, than others 
are in getting pounds; and these last, while 


they see no great faults in themselves to be 


amended, suffer their hearts to grow hard- 
ened to the wants of others, their tender feel- 
ings to lie unemployed, and devotion to sink 
into a dull lifeless habit. We know our hearts 
cannot be concealed from God; but it might 
be of use to many of us to consider the day 
of judgment in the light in which this book 
seems to place it, as a general review of what- 


ever has passed here on earth, bringing to 
light every motive of action, every thought 


of the heart, and even every idle word, as 
our Saviour expressly says; and all this in 
the awful presence of Christ, of his holy 
angels, of those just men called to sit with 
Christ in his throne, and of our fellow eri- 
minals, whose frowng and whose laughter 


we have stood in awe of here below, so far 


as often to sacrifice to such considerations 


our duty towards God, our faith, the rights — 


of 
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of truth and] juatce, 3 and (he: b acl of a diet 
conscience. 


The severity of e! scrutiny does not, I 
suppose, consist in the bringing every idle 


word to punishment, as of itself criminal, 


but in bringing it forth to be exposed to 
censure; the trial is e the sentence 
will no doubt be merci ful. 

The intent of this severe inquest is, to 


justify before the whole world the righte- 
ousness of God; to make known his glo- 


rious-artribures z to convict the wicked, and 
n b n and to e, those Wes oo , 


tent if by any art- a hin bend conceal their 
imperfections; that now, acknowledging their 


an misery and che justice of their Haage“ 


they may be fitted to obtain mercy-. e 
This representation of things (as T hive” 


said upon other occasions) may, if we please, 
be considered as a picture, not 4s 4 reality; 


but let us consider at the same time that it 18 
a picture of sbmetbing that wil be real; 4 


85 | picture 


"ES 1} f 
| picture by which we are to be instructed; 


— ga here rt 


and let us therefore think on every occasion, 
har. our feelings would be in the presence 6 
of such a tribunal; and whether any ** fiery 


s trial“ could go beyond it? Whatever is - 
meant thereby, the scene is truly sublime and g 
awful, and lifts the ĩmagination above those ö 
things, which so fully engage che en, ; 

of. most men here below. | 
Enthusiasm here, as every where, 112 . i : 
very, prejudicial to true religion; but there is 

no reason that we should give up any part of 
those instructions which God has blessed us f 
with, because others have abused them to 
their own. confusion. +; If; any. one be averse 8 
to the notions of Mr. Mede and others, as | 
to a Millenium, that is, a local paradise, a: „ 
is free to understand the whole enemas e 5 
representation of the joys of Heaven, which - 
certainly are the ultimate wish of all true „ 
Christians; but let him seriously meditate on 
thee great objects, and compare them with ö 
Wenk een of, seripture j d let him learn 1 
. „ to ; 
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to aloe as he ought, that glorious reward 
set before him under these figurative repre- | 
sentations; and ere it be too late, let him 
prepare for that judgment and fiery trial, 
which, whatever it be, will certainly search 
even to the very bottom of his heart; and 
lay open to himself, and before all men, those 
sins and foolish arts of hypocrisy, which now 
are known only to God. "Es 
One thing let me yet add with regard to 
Christ's kingdom, considered as being eter- 
nal; and that is, the great lesson to be learned 
from thence, of subjection to the Divine wis- 
dom and will; a duty which we seem sent 
into this world chiefly to learn; a duty which, 
once learnt, must constitute our everlasting 
reward. We can form no idea of the state 
of bless ed angels, except that they know and 
perform with joy the will of their Creator; 
we see the Saviour of the world proposing 
to himself no other happiness on earth; 
and we find him, when his kingdom here 
is at an o end. rewarded to all eternity as 
man,“ 


* 1 


man, * by a state of subj ection ; though sitting 


at the right hand of God, nay, sitting with 


him in his throne. - Far be it then from crea- 


tures of an hour to pretend to wisdom of 
praise, to seek their own glory, or wish to 
be at their own disposal; if God be truth, 
essential truth, justice, purity, and wisdom, 
no being can be happy, who is not guided, 3 
as well as supported, by him. The more 


we approach to this blessed state, the nearer 
are we to perfection, and the nearer also to 


a capacity of enjoying the happiness prepared ; 


4 


for us from all eternity. 
What I have here set down is but a mall 


| part of those useful refleQions which the con- 
sideration of the day of judgment, followed 
by the sentence of the) just Judge, at the se- 


cond recurreftion, must naturally produce; 
but 1 shall pass on to the concluding vision 


contaltied in the two last chapters. 


If we were used to the symbolical method' : Fea 
on ade we ; Should . find an”. 


ap 
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E 
hidden sense in every part of the description 
of the New Jerusalem; the gates of pearl 
expressing perfect purity, the walls of gold 
Security from corruption, would lead us to 
understand the rest; but any thing further 
of this kind I do not attempt. Several of 
the same instructions, as in the former . 
sions, are again repeated in this; but one 
thing particularly deserves our notice, and 
that is, the regard to be paid to sincerity and 
truth. These words are true and faithful, 
is a sentence twice repeated. The walls of the 
city, said to be pure gold, an emblem of pure 
unadulterated faith, as well as of incorrup- 
tion, are at the same time © clear as crystal, 
an emblem of truth and sincerity. Liars are 
ranked in two places with murderers and 
- whoremongers, idolaters and sorcerers, and 
in either place are excluded the city of the 
blessed; and lastly, a sore punishment is 
denounced against such as shall falsely add 
unto or take from the words of this prophecy. 
If the things contained in this book are to 
7. | = 
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be hn) in a e order, as for the 
most part, excepting the two synchronizing 
visions, they certainly are, this instruction 
concerning truth will, with great propriety, be 
found placed with the things concerning the 
very last time; for when was such instruction 
so much wanted? Truth is become a jest; 


sincerity so uncommon as not to be believed, 


even when most real; lies, and too often 


perjury, profane the court, the bar, and even 
common conversation; officious lies, lies to 


please and flatter, lies to deceive in trade, lies 
from fear or vanity, are all counted as trifling 


slips of the tongue; often as wholly innocent; : 


Sometimes as praise-worthy, as necessary and 


unavoidable ; and where will all this falshood 


end, but in univeral confusion, suspicion, and 
distrust? Will faith in the God of Epicurus 
teach us to reverence an oath? Will the 
doctrine of no particular Providence make us 
act as in the presence of the God of truth? 
Or will a life of indolence and pleasure, of 
e and dissimulation, prepare us for 

bearing 
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bearing witness to the truth at the hazard of 


our very lives? No: Let us leave all hypo- 
crisy and pretence, and boldly own that we 


are Christians; that we believe in Him who is 
truth itself, who sees our most secret thoughts, 


and will one day bring them into judgment; 


let us love Him who first loved us, and fol- 
low our blessed Saviour in truth and sincerity, 


having our eyes fixed on the glorious reward 


promised by Him who cannot lie, who cannot 


deny himself; and with joy let us say, Even 


4 $89, come Lord Jesus.“ These words, which 
with the doxology conclude the whole, call 
to our minds a pleasing truth, taught through- 
out this book as well as in other parts of 


the scripture, that death is swallowed up in 
Christ's victory, and has therefore now no 


sting; “it is better for me, says St. Paul, to 


„ depart and be with Christ; Blessed are the 


dead that die in the Lord; in short, there is 
not an expression, I think, through the whole 


8 prophecy, that tends to make us look on 


1 A sorrow, or even with fear. e 
melancholy 
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melancholy idea of passin g to an unknown 


state of darkness and separation from all 
the comforts of life, which is the transient 
view that strikes most men, is not once men- 


tioned; the Heathen notion of purging flames 
scems likewise unknown to the author of this 
book; and the late revived error of the sleep 


of the soul may plainly be confured from ir. 
All are considered here as in a state of acti- 


vity; the souls under the altar, the palm- 


bearing multitudes, the virgin- company that 


follow the Lamb, all are considered as beings 


living and acting, enjoying a degree of hap- 
piness, though capable of improvement; in 


short, they are described as with Christ, under 


his protection, free from any torment, and 


enjoying that satisfaction which a virtuous 
disposition, acquired by labour and a confi- 
dence in the mercies of God, must produce. 
He who truly loves God must be happy, 


whatever state he is in, unless, for any short 
space, while outward torment is inflicted, of 
| * we find no mention n when _ 
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6 
the gates of death, until the ſinal sentence on 
Ann. Death, and Hades. 

The mention of Hades, or Hell, i 
| stood by the Jews of the place of departed 
souls,“ 'shews the separate existence of the 
soul without the body to be the doctrine of 
this book; against materialim. 

What the perceptions of souls separated 
from the body can be, is a thing wholly un- 
known to us in this life; but it is plain they 
are here supposed to be living active beings; 
and yet it is as plain also, that the body is 
not considered as a clog to the soul, since its 
rising again is to be the time of the soul's 
entering into complete bliss for ever. Let 
us not therefore consider ourselves in this 
state of mortality as under constraint, or ex- 
cuse our transgressions, as if the mortal body 
pressing down the soul were the cause of all 
our errors; but let us consider our bodies as 
instruments fitted for the use of the soul, 
essential to her perfect happiness, and which, 


— 
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* See Ps. Xvi. 10. Acts ii. 27. by 
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by habits of virtue, must be made the means 
of her acquiring such knowledge and such 
affections as are requisite to enjoy the state 
of perfect bliss prepared for us. Let us not 


amuse our imaginations with searching after 
those things which God has hid from us; 


but in life, or in death, „ cast all our care 
4 upon Him who careth for us.“ Let us 
not endeavour to avoid the fear of death, by 
considering it as a state of insensibility; if 
it were so it would be all one, so long as a 
final judgment is supposed to awaken us again 
into being. Nor let us flatter ourselves with 
the hopes of atoning for our sins in another 


world, by any state of purification; though 


we have great reason to expect a state of 
improvement, if we depart truly initiated in 


the school of Christ; to guch death is gain, 


and nothing but praise and joy is here sup- 
posed to be their portion. Why then should 
we look upon death with terror? Why be 
dragged like criminals into the presence of 


Him who is our Saviour, our only hope? 


Why 
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Why not learn here to receive the sentence 


with joy? If, indeed, we suppose a person, 

whose life has been wholly eriminal, to be 
just awakened to consideration by the fears 
of another life, we may suppose also such 
an one to wish a little respite; Oh! spare 
me a little, that I may recover my strength, 
that I may learn to fear and love God, and do 
my duty. All this is certainly very natural; 


but for those, who from their childhood have 
endeavoured, though perhaps with but a faint 


endeavour, to live according to the Gospel; 
and to such as, by a sincere repentance, have 


recovered from a state of sin, and forsaken 


the vicious habits they were led into by the 
temptations of the world, and who boldly 


5 profess themselves to be Christians; to such 


dulgence, by which the state of trial or of 


penance is abridged, and their virtuous in- 


tention secured from the dangers to which 


| the frailty of man is ever exposed. If a la- 


bourer, | hired into the vineyard, stands idle, 


\ 


e 


or does any thing to hinder his master's 


work, he may justly fear to be surprised 


in such a situation; but if, recollecting him- 
self, he has endeavoured, by his diligence in 
the following hours, to shew his sorrow for 
what is past, (though he cannot make up the 
loss, not being able to do more than his duty) 
he may still hope to find mercy and forgive- 
ness; and though he fear the presence of 


his Judge, he will be as willing to be called 


at the tenth hour, as to stay till the conelu- 
sion of the day; sensible that in a longer 
space he could do nothing to deserve the re- 
ward, but must, first or last, depend upon 
the gracious favour and goodness of his Lord. 


The same is the case of him that has laboured 


from the morning; he has but done his duty, 
and that with more or less imperfection; and 
will such an one be concerned or grieve, that 


being called home at noon his task is less, 


and his labour at an end? If the Lord of 
the vineyard be pleased to accept a few hours 
for a day's work, it is probably because he 
„% 5 sees 
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sees our weakness, and spares us those trials 
we could not have encountered with suecess. 
The truth is, we work as if we could do no- 
thing of ourselves, and yet value our work, 
as if it could procure us, of itself, a rich re- 
ward. Oh! could I live a few years longer, 
says a fearful dying person, I would endea- 
vour to redeem the time past, and purchase 
the reward of Well done, thou faithful 
ce Servant.” But what ground have you to 
suppose this? What is there to change in 
your outward state of life? Is it not, as far 
as yourself and others can judge, the life 
of a disciple of Christ? Ves; Why then do 
you desire to live, or fear to die? If in the 
years you have already passed you have not 
wholly corrected your imperfections, what 
reason have you to suppose you should now 
be more successful? The tender mercy of 
God, his help and assistance, is all your hope 
if you live; with joy then cast yourself upon 
his mercy in death, as you would do in life. 
The business we are pursuing here, is not 
9 5 | the 
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the purchasing a reward, but the fitting « our- 
selves for it; our sincere endeavours will do 
the latter, but our greatest perfection through 


the longeſt life is wholly unequal to the for- 


mer; of our fitness God only can be judge. 


If he cut us off in the midst of our sins; with 


awful terror and humble fear, but free from 
any rash judgment, men should consider the 


stroke; but if, having given us time for re- 


pentance, and a desire to make use of it, he 


now shorten our labour, and call us into his 
presence, let us go with joy. Add to all 


this, that we do not enough consider how 


hateful sin is; we look upon it only with 
regard to its consequences as to ourselves, 


but do not consider it as to its heinousness 


with regard to God. If we valued his ho- 


nour as we do our own, or that of a person 
we highly esteem, we should be more careful 
through life than we now are, to prevent the 


Sins of others, and our own; and when called 
upon by death, should consider as a favour, 
the bein 8 removed from those temptations 
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which coritinually betray us into faults, by 
which the name of God is dishonoured, and 


bywhich we daily add to the load of our offen- 


ces, against so good and gracious a Benefactor. 
The two last chapters of the Revelation 
give us a description of the New Heaven and 
New Earth, with the New Jerusalem descend- 
ing from Heaven, adorned as a bride for her 
husband; the former earth with its sorrows 


is said to be no more; and he that sitteth on 


the throne saith, It is done, behold I make 
ee all things new. By these words, I think, 


seems to be determined, what has however 
been sometimes a. question, whether by the 


New Heaven be meant the final state of the 
blessed, or whether these things, as well as 
the former, are to be understood of the king- 


dom of Christ on earth. - =” 


To me it seems plain, that the e 
visions relate to the destruction of the enemies 
of Christ, and his glorious kingdom on earth, 
whatever may be meant thereby; and that 
the account given in these two last chapters, 
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is of a state as yet wholly unknown. If this 


be admitted, another dispute will, I suppose, 


be also decided, viz. whether the kingdom of 


Christ be eternal, or to conclude with the 


office which as man he received from God. 


That his office as Mediator, and his kingdom 


as Judge, must have an end, is very evident; 
for they must cease of course, when those for 
whom they were undertaken are in posses- 
sion of the happiness purchased for them; 
the last enemy is destroyed, the heavens and 


earth are no more, but the Alpha and Omega, 


the first and the last, the same from whom the 
prophecy began, still exists, and declares, It 
e is done, behold I make all things new;? and 
then the New Jerusalem descends from God, 
of which the temple and the light is He that 
sitteth on the throne, and the Lamb, consi- 
dered as one object of worship, one source 
of blessings for ever and ever! | 

I The) account of the New Jerusalem, or 
. city of peace, is such as gives a general idea 


of beauty, 8 ee and glory; but 
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described by emblems, probably chosen on 
purpose to take off our eyes from looking 
on the things of this world; for the more 
unnatural they are, the more of necessity they 


- turn our attention to the words: of the Apos- 
tle, that © eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
“neither hath entered into the heart of man 


* to comprehend, the things which God hath 
< prepared for them that love him.” This 
is the House not made with hands, eternal 
ein the Heavens,“ of which St. Paul speaks 
in another place; here shall the redeemed be 
ever with Christ; and God shall wipe all tears 
from their eyes, for sorrow and sighing shall 
be no more. But here our enquiries must 
stop, for they would be to no purpose; and 
our whole attention must be fixed on the 
preparing our hearts, that we may truly say 


to each other, when the signs of our Saviour's 
coming shall appear, let us lift up our heads 
with an humble but steady confid * 


our redemption draweth nigh 
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